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INTRODUCTION 


When,  as  a  teen-aged  boy,  abetted  by  a  mildly  genealogical 
aunt,  I  armed  myself  with  a  large  sheet  of  cardboard,  a  pair  of 
compasses,  a  ruler  and  black  and  red  ink  and  made  my  first  cart¬ 
wheel  chart,  I  was  able  to  enter  thereon  only  one  great-great- 
great-grandparent,  Paul  Hildreth.  My  Davis  grandmother  was 
then  alive  and  she  knew  the  name  of  this  one  of  her  great-grand¬ 
fathers.  From  that  point  on  the  field  was  mine,  and  I  regret  to  say 
that  the  spaces  reserved  for  Paul’s  wdfe  and  mother  still  remain 
blank,  after  much  toil  and  trouble. 

Capt.  Philip  Reade,  wdiose  mother  was  a  Hildreth,  became  in¬ 
terested  in  her  ancestry  some  sixty  years  ago  and  published  an 
account  of  the  family.*  This  pamphlet  provided  the  impetus  for 
the  organization  of  a  Hildreth  association  which  has  four  vol¬ 
umes  to  its  credit. f  Of  the  other  families  dealt  with  in  this  book¬ 
let,  the  Richardsons  have  a  tremendous  “Memorial”  written  by 
the  prolific  John  Adams  Vinton, J  while  our  Underwood  family 
has  a  small  place  in  a  large  volume.  §  Although  the  Parish  book 
has  a  comprehensive  title,  the  Parishes  from  whom  Sarah  Hil¬ 
dreth  descended  are  not  mentioned.  || 

As  will  be  seen,  I  am  leaving  plenty  of  opportunity  for  another 
descendant  of  Paul  Hildreth  who  may  be  genealogically  inclined 
to  tackle  unsolved  problems.  I  wish  him  or  her  the  best  of  good 
fortune. 

W.  G.  D. 

Portland,  Maine 
June  9, 1958 

*  Origin  and  Genealogy  of  the  Hildreth  Family,  Philip  Reade.  1892. 

t  The  Hildreth  Family  Association,  1915,  1922,  1925,  1935. 

t  The  Richardson  Memorial,  John  Adams  Vinton,  Portland,  Maine,  1876. 

§  The  Underwood  Families  of  America,  L.  M.  Underwood  and  H.  J.  Bankes,  Lan¬ 
caster,  Pa.,  1913. 

II  New  England  Parish  Families,  Roswell  Parish,  Rutland,  Vt.,  1938. 
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HILDRETH 

The  very  uncommon  name  of  Hildreth  is  found  in  England 
most  frequently  in  the  northeastern  counties  of  Durham  and 
York.  In  the  hamlet  of  Peircebridge,  parish  of  Gainsford,  co. 
Durham,  there  was  a  numerous  family  of  the  name  in  the  six¬ 
teenth  and  seventeenth  centuries,  but  Richard,  the  emigrant  to 
New  England,  is  not  entered  in  the  Gainsford  parish  register. 
In  the  York  probate  indices,  which  cover  Durham,  there  is  rec¬ 
ord  of  an  occasional  will,  one  of  which,  that  of  Richard  Hildrath 
of  Upper  Silton,  a  hamlet  in  the  parish  of  Cowesby,  co.  York, 
made  and  proved  in  1626,  might  be  worth  investigation.  I  am  in¬ 
clined  to  believe,  however,  that  the  emigrant  belonged  to  an  off¬ 
shoot  of  this  northern  familv  which  had  settled  in  some  countv 
farther  to  the  south. 

In  the  books  issued  by  the  Hildreth  Family  Association  many 
pages  are  devoted  to  the  possible  origin  of  the  name.  I  should 
like  to  suggest  a  further  possibility  which,  it  seems  to  me,  has 
considerable  merit.  In  the  county  of  Cambridge  there  is  a  par¬ 
ish  now  called  Hildersham.  In  Domesdav  Book  in  1086  it  was 
Hildricesham  and  in  1242  it  was  Hildrichesham.  The  Oxford 
Dictionary  of  English  Place  Names  states  that  this  is  a  combi¬ 
nation  of  Hildric,  an  Old  English  personal  name,  and  ham,  mean¬ 
ing  village  or  homestead.  Hildreth  may,  therefore,  be  a  simple 
patronymic,  and  it  is  interesting  that  the  name  of  our  emigrant 
ancestor  is  twice  recorded  in  Massachusetts  as  Hildrick,  while 
as  late  as  1713  a  Hildreth  girl  in  Chelmsford  is  entered  in  her 
marriage  record  as  Abigail  Hildrick.  Also,  on  March  10,  1655,  a 
writ  was  sent  from  Cambridge  to  the  constable  of  Boston  to  be 
served  on  John  Hildrick,  of  no  known  relation  to  our  Richard, 
in  a  suit  for  slander  brought  bv  John  Mvricke. 

While  Old  English  personal  names  did  not  commonly  persist 
after  the  Norman  conquest,  a  few  may  have  done  so  in  the  remote 
northern  dales,  even  until  the  time  when  surnames  were  being 
commonly  adopted. 


4  The  Ancestry  of  Sarah  Hildreth 

1  Richard1  Hildreth  was  born  about  1605,  by  the  evidence 
of  his  gravestone  in  Chelmsford  which  states  that  he  died  on  Feb- 
ruarv^S,  1693,  aged  88  years.*  He  came  to  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  Colony  sometime  before  1643  with  his  wife  Sarah,  whose 
surname  is  not  known,  and  their  two  children.  Sarah  Hildreth 
died  in  Cambridge,  where  the  family  settled,  on  June  15,  1644, 
and  soon  thereafter  Hildreth  married  his  second  wife,  Elizabeth, 
who  died  August  3, 1693,  aged  68  years,  according  to  her  grave¬ 
stone  which  still  stands  in  Malden. 

In  a  calendar  of  the  Middlesex  County  court  files  (in  the  li¬ 
brary  of  the  New  England  Historic-Genealogical  Society)  there 
is  an  entry  which  indicates  that  Edmund  Angier  of  Cambridge 
called  Richard  Hildreth  “brother,”  and  it  was  hoped  that  this 
might  disclose  the  surname  of  one  of  Hildreth’s  wives.  The  docu¬ 
ment  itself,  a  letter  from  Angier  to  Mr.  Danforth,  reads  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  “Mr  Danforth,  thease  are  to  intreate  you  in  case  my  At- 
achment  be  returned,  sent  to  Brother  Hildreth .  before  none 
[noon]  ;  that  you  wold  enter  my  acktion  and  you  shal  have  yor 
money  at  none  [noon]  :  Edmond  Angier  2  April  1672.  j*  Had 
Angier  written  my  brother  it  would  probably  have  indicated  a 
blood  or  marriage  tie,  but  “brother  Hildreth”  meant,  without 
doubt,  a  church  relationship  only.  In  addition,  the  families  of 
Angier  and  his  two  wives  are  well  known  and  none  of  them  had 
sisters  who  could  be  identified  with  Hildreth  s  wives. 

Hildreth  took  the  Freeman’s  Oath  on  May  10,  1643,  this  be¬ 
ing  the  earliest  record  of  him  existing  in  New  England.  He  must 
have  already  become  a  member  of  the  Cambridge  church,  this  be¬ 
ing  a  prerequisite  to  the  freeman’s  status.  On  November  12, 
1645,  he  was  chosen  one  of  the  five  “Townsmen,”  or  selectmen, 
of  Cambridge,  but  thereafter  until  his  removal  to  Chelmsford 
his  service  was  confined  to  the  minor  offices  of  juryman,  fence- 
viewer,  collector  of  fines,  keeper  of  the  cow  commons  and  sur¬ 
veyor  of  highways.  In  1653  he  and  Thomas  Fox  were  authorized 
to  enforce  orders  against  illegal  cutting  of  trees  on  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  town  wood  lot. 

In  1648  Hildreth  was  granted  a  farm  of  200  acres  in  Shaw- 
shine  (now  Billerica)  “for  his  Incouragement,”  but  he  lived  at 
Menotomy  Fields  (now  Arlington).  There  in  1651  his  corn  was 
destroyed  by  the  hogs  of  Samuel  Eldred  whom  Hildreth  sued, 
recovering  the  sum  of  £1 :  18:  10.  James  Hildreth,  his  son,  aged 
20,  testified  that  he  drove  out  about  thirty  or  forty  swine  at  a 

*  His  estate  papers  show  that  the  year  was  1692/3. 

t  Middlesex  Court  Files,  1672-60-5. 
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time  and  that  they  had  damaged  forty-five  bushels  of  merchant¬ 
able  corn.  In  1654  Richard  and  Elizabeth  Hildreth  testified 
against  Richard  French  who  was  indicted  for  abusing  Jane 
Evans,  Elizabeth’s  maid,  French  being  found  guilty  and  heavily 
fined. 

On  May  10,  1653,  Hildreth  and  twenty-eight  others  had  peti¬ 
tioned  the  General  Court  for  the  grant  of  a  large  tract  of  land 
“on  the  river  Merrimack  at  a  necke  of  lande  next  to  Concord 
river,  near  to  Pawtucket,”  it  being  “a  very  comfortable  place 
to  accomodate  a  company  of  God’s  people  upon.”*  The  petition 
was  granted  and  the  resulting  town  called  Chelmsford.  In  a  suit 
which  John  Glover  brought  against  Henry  Dunster,  acting  in 
the  right  of  Jose  and  Elizabeth  Glover,  both  deceased,  the  writ 
was  issued  on  March  25,  1656,  and  the  house  where  Richard 
Hildreth  lived  was  attached. f  He  was  apparently  still  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  on  that  date,  but  very  soon  thereafter  moved  his  family 
to  Chelmsford. 

In  Chelmsford  Hildreth  became  a  selectman  in  1656,  a  Grand 
Juror  in  1657,  and  was  a  Commissioner  to  End  Small  Causes,  or 
local  justice,  1661-1664.  He  also  occupied  the  lesser  offices,  such 
as  surveyor  of  highways.  On  May  17,  1658,  he  was  given  per¬ 
mission  to  trade  with  the  Indians,  presumably  the  Christian  tribe 
who  lived  in  a  village  called  Wamesit,  within  the  bounds  of 
Chelmsford.  He  was  also  a  sergeant  in  the  town’s  military  com¬ 
pany. 

Hildreth  presented  a  petition  for  a  grant  of  land  in  1663 
because  he  had  “a  wife  and  many  small  children,  and,  being  a 
husbandman,  am  greatly  disadvantaged  partly  by  the  hand  of 
God  depriving”  him  some  years  since  of  the  use  of  his  right  hand 
whereby  he  was  “wholly  disabled  to  labor.”  He  had  already,  by 
March  8,  1663/4,  received  eight  grants,  and  on  May  18,  1664, 
presumably  in  answer  to  his  petition,  the  town  granted  him  150 
acres  of  upland  and  meadow  wherever  it  might  be  conveniently 
found  and  not  prejudicial  to  any  plantation.  This  acreage  was 
not  laid  out  until  1669  when  David  Fiske  surveyed  it  “with  Con¬ 
cord  lyne  on  the  South  east,  Capt.  Daniel  Gookins  farme  north¬ 
erly  &  the  wilderness  elsewhere  surrounding.” 

On  April  27,  1656,  “Serg.  Hildrick  of  ye  Ch  of  Cambridge 
(was)  received  into  ye  sacrament  of  ye  Supper  as  a  member  of 
ye  church”  in  Chelmsford.  There  is  no  explanation  of  why  his 

*  The  land  is  now  part  of  the  towns  of  Chelmsford  and  Westford  and  the  city  of 
Lowell. 

t  Middlesex  Court  Files. 
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admission  was  repeated  on  September  20,  1663,  when  Rich 
Hildrick  having  been  Tryed,  propounded,  presented  his  Ltrs  of 
Dismsn  from  Cambridge  after  a  manifestation  of  God’s  work  up¬ 
on  his  soule  with  sever’l  experiences  of  God’s  going  along  with 
him  since  joined  in  church  fellowship  both  there  and  thence,  was 
reed  into  ye  cov’nt  &  fellowship  of  this  Church.  As  he  was  later 
engaged  in  controversy  with  the  Chelmsford  minister,  it  may  be 
that  he  had  withdrawn  or  been  dismissed  from  the  Chelmsford 
fellowship  in  the  interval  between  1656  and  1663. 

Seven  years  later,  on  June  4,  1670,  he  was  warned  to  appear 
to  answer  for  “reproachful  speech”  against  the  minister,  and  on 
June  20  Thomas  Hinchman  and  Abraham  Parker  testified  that  at 
a  public  town  meeting  Richard  Hildreth  “made  a  very  large 
speech  to  ye  whole  town  then  present  to  ye  purpose  to  stir  ym 
up  to  the  calling  of  another  minister,  arguing  ye  necessity  of  ye 
same,  &  amongst  many  other  things  spoken  he  used  these  ex¬ 
pressions:  one  pastor  had  lived  14  or  15  years  in  this  place  & 
there  had  been  little  or  no  fruit  of  his  ministry.”  In  seventeenth- 
century  Massachusetts  one  did  not  criticize  the  clergy  even  mild¬ 
ly,  with  impunity.  Richard  was  called  before  a  church  meeting 
again  in  1673,  after  a  quarrel  with  his  son-in-law  Robert  Proc¬ 
tor,  and  confessed  that  he  was  sorry  and  hoped  that  it  would  be 
a  warning  to  him.  He  wras  still  resentful,  however,  and  in  Janu¬ 
ary,  1673(4),  he  asked  and  “had  his  dismission  &  3  of  his  chil¬ 
dren,  Joseph,  Persis,  &  Isaac,  granted  to  him  to  ye  Church  of 
Cambridge,  according  to  his  desire,  he  declaring  his  purpose  of 
settling  there  and  living  and  dying  there.”  He  did  not  go  perma¬ 
nently  and  it  is  noticeable  that  his  wife,  presumably  a  church 
member,  was  not  included  in  the  dismissal.  He  was  in  Cambridge 
in  1674,  however,  when  he  felled  a  green  walnut  tree  “upon  the 
Rockes”  (Arlington)  and  was  fined  for  it. 

In  1680  Elizabeth  Hildreth,  aged  55,  testified  that  she  was 
the  midwife  during  Elizabeth  Proctor’s  confinement.  The  Proc¬ 
tor  girl,  who  was  Richard  Hildreth’s  granddaughter,  was  suing 
Thomas  Marrables  who  she  claimed  was  the  father  of  her  illegiti¬ 
mate  child.* 

On  February  1,  1686/7,  Richard  and  Elizabeth  Hildreth  of 
Chelmsford  deeded  to  their  son  Ephraim  Hildreth  of  Stowe  nine 
pieces  of  real  property,  including  their  homestead  of  20  acres, 
the  house,  barn,  orchard,  etc.  This  gift,  acknowledged  April  6, 
1687,  was  in  return  for  life  support. 

*  In  the  present  confusion  of  the  court  records  of  Middlesex  County  the  papers  in 
Proctor  v.  Marrables  cannot  be  found. 
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Ten  days  after  signing  the  deed  Richard  Hildreth  made  his 
will  on  February  11,  1686/7.  After  a  long  religious  preamble,  he 
proceeds,  “for  my  beloued  wife  Elizabeth  I  have  obliged  my 
naturall  son  Ephraime  Hildereth  for  her  maintainance  in  all  re¬ 
spects  so  long  as  shee  remaineth  with  him:  And  as  for  my  Sons 
and  Daughters  Children  God  hath  given  to  me  I  have  discharged 
my  duty  in  som  measure  in  all  respects  so  that  they  are  disposed 
in  mariage  and  I  have  doone  for  them  all  as  I  could  but  now  my 
hand  is  as  cut  of  becaus  of  inpotency  and  infirmyty  I  have  been 
constrained  to  make  use  of  what  I  hade  for  the  relief  of  my  self 
and  my  wife  so  that  I  have  neither  house  nor  lands  to  bequeath 
to  them  but  after  my  decease  credetors  being  payed  and  debts 
discharged  what  so  ever  shall  be  fond  to  be  my  estat  I  will  that 
it  be  equally  devided  to  all  my  children  that  each  one  may  have  a 
token  of  their  fathers  love  after  his  death,  they  or  theirs,  and 
after  my  desease  my  son  Ephraim  shall  pay  or  caus  to  be  payed 
to  my  Eldest  Son  James  Hildreth  out  of  his  own  estat  the  sume 
of  twenty  shillings  or  one  pound  as  a  full  free  and  part  or  por¬ 
tion  mor  than  the  rest  of  my  children.  I  have  betrusted  my  son 
Ephraim  with  the  use  of  my  estat  whilst  I  live  and  after  my  death 
to  execut  this  my  last  will  and  testament.”  Witnesses :  Peeter 
Talbott,  John  Butterick,  Sarah  Steevens,  Ely  Fostere.  Proved 
May  26,  1693,  and  an  inventory  of  £17 :  3 :  6  entered,  the  “priz- 
ers,”  Samuel  Foster  and  Eliazar  Brown,  having  listed  the  small 
possessions  on  May  19,  1693.  There  were  “four  Books  at  five 
shillings,”  two  cows  and  a  calf,  simple  furniture  including  the 
three  chests,  one  being  a  wainscot  chest,  four  chairs  including  a 
table  chair,  a  few  pieces  of  pewter  and  ironware  and  seven 
trenchers  which  would  have  been  the  wooden  plates  commonly  in 


use. 


* 


Richard  Hildreth’s  gravestone  in  the  old  cemetery  in  Chelms¬ 
ford  reads :  “Richard  Hildreth  Aged  88  years  Died  February 
23  1693.”  This  was  in  1692/3,  as  the  probate  documents  prove. 
Elizabeth  Hildreth  was  buried  in  the  Bell  Rock  cemetery  in  Mal¬ 
den,  possibly  the  home  of  her  own  kinsmen.  Her  gravestone  reads  : 
“Here  lyes  ye  body  of  Elizabeth  wife  to  Richard  Hildreth  Aged 
68  years  Died  August  3  1693.” 


Children,  by  first  wife: 

i.  Jane,  b.  in  England  about  1628;  m.  at  Concord  Dec.  31,  1645,  Robert 
Proctor  of  Concord;  he  d.  at  Chelmsford  April  28,  1697.  They 
moved  from  Concord  to  Chelmsford  about  1654  or  1655,  where  he 


*  Middlesex  Probate,  No.  11876. 
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was  one  of  the  petitioners  for  incorporation  of  the  town  in  1656, 
and  joined  the  church  June  29,  1656.  Constable  1660.  He  quarreled 
with  his  father-in-law  in  1673,  concerning  the  bounds  between  their 
farms.  Also  in  that  year,  with  25  others,  he  petitioned  for  grant  of 
the  lands  which  became  the  town  of  Dunstable.  In  1691/2  he  com¬ 
manded  the  West  End  garrison  of  Middlesex  County.  She  was  liv¬ 
ing  on  July  13,  1697,  when  his  will,  appointing  her  executrix,  was 

proved. 

James,  b.  about  1631. 


in. 


IV. 


vi. 


By  second  wife : 

Elizabeth,  b.  Sept.  21,  1646,  at  Cambridge;  m.  Dec.  15,  1664,  John 
Stevens  of  Boston.  They  settled  in  Chelmsford  where  he  was  En¬ 
sign  of  the  Foot  Company  in  1689.  He  died  April  6,  1691.  His  wife 
Elizabeth  and  son  John  were  appointed  to  administer  his  estate. 

Sabah,  b.  Aug.  8,  1648,  in  Cambridge;  m.  there  Dec.  31,  1674,  David 
Stone,  Jr.,  cooper,  of  Cambridge,  who  died  Aug.  21,  1679.  His  wite 
Sarah  was  appointed  administratrix  Oct.  7,  1679. 

Mary,  b.  about  1650;  m.  at  Chelmsford  June  21,  1670,  Jacob  Warren 
of  Weymouth.  They  lived  in  Chelmsford  until  about  1690,  when 
they  moved  to  Canterbury,  Conn.,  where  he  was  member  of  first 
board  of  selectmen.  He  d.  before  1723.  She  d.  Dec.  17,  17^0. 

Ephraim,  b.  about  1654;  m.  (1)  at  Stow  June  11,  1685,  D°rothj 
Barnes  who  d.  at  Stow  June  17,  1686;  m.  (2)  at  Stow  Oct.  8,  1686, 
Anna  Moore  of  Sudbury.  In  1675  he  was  a  private  under  Maj.  Wil¬ 
lard  in  the  troop  sent  from  Lancaster  to  Brookfield  to  rescue  in¬ 
habitants  gathered  in  the  garrison.  An  inn  keeper  in  Stow  1685- 
1686,  he  moved  about  1687  to  Chelmsford  where  he  was  a  select¬ 
man  and  held  other  minor  offices.  He  made  his  will  March  5,  1730/1, 
and  died  at  Westford  April  5,  1731.  She  was  buried  at  Littleton 


April  8,  1760,  aged  95. 

vii.  Abigail,  b.  about  1656;  m.  at  Chelmsford  June  19,  1684,  Moses  Parker 

of  Chelmsford.  He  died  Oct.  12,  1732. 

viii.  Joseph,  b.  April  16,  1658,  at  Chelmsford;  m.  at  Woburn  Feb.  5, 

1683/4,  Abigail  Wilson  of  Woburn.  He  served  in  King  Williams 
War  in  1691/2  and  was  in  charge  of  the  Nashoba  garrison.  He  rep¬ 
resented  Chelmsford  in  the  General  Court  in  1700.  He  died  Jan. 
28,  1705/6,  and  his  wife  Abigail  was  appointed  administratrix  on 
May  10,  1706.  She  m.  secondly,  as  his  3d  wife,  Jonathan  Barrett  of 
Chelmsford. 

ix.  Persis,  b.  Feb.  8,  1659,  at  Chelmsford ;  m.  there  on  May  23,  1682,  Sam¬ 

uel  Cleveland  of  Woburn  as  his  second  wife.  He  served  under  Maj. 
Willard  in  1676  and  was  in  the  Chelmsford  garrison.  They  moved 
to  Woburn  about  1690  and  he  settled  in  Canterbury  Conn,  (first 
called  Plainfield)  in  1693,  taking  his  family  there  in  1696.  She  died 
in  Canterbury  on  Feb.  22,  1698,  aged  39,  and  he  married  Margaret 
Fish,  widow  of  John  Fish. 

x.  Thomas,  b.  Feb.  1,  1661  (2),  at  Chelmsford;  d.  there  May  28,  1662. 

xi.  Isaac,  b.  July  20,  166(3)  at  Chelmsford;  m.  Nov.  12,  1685,  Elizabeth 

Wilson  of  Woburn.  They  lived  first  in  Stow,  but  were  of  Woburn 
in  1691  when  their  daughter  Persis  was  born.  Before  1692  he 
bought  60  acres  of  land  in  Cambridge  which  he  exchanged  on  Jan. 
16  of  that  year  with  James  Wilson  for  50  acres  of  land  and  a 
dwelling  house,  barn  and  orchard  in  Woburn.  By  1698  they  had 
moved  to  Chelmsford  where  he  died  April  15,  1730,  and  his  widow 
on  Jan.  4,  1742/3. 
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2.  Lieut.  James2  Hildreth  ( Richard 1)  was  born  in  Eng¬ 
land  about  1631  as  in  his  deposition  in  the  case  of  Hildreth  v.  El- 
dred  in  1651  he  stated  that  he  was  about  twenty  years  old.  On 
June  1,  1659,  at  Dorchester  he  was  married  to  Margaret  Ward 
by  Major  General  Atherton.  Her  parentage  is  not  known  and,  as 
there  was  no  Ward  family  living  in  Dorchester  at  that  time,  it 
is  possible  that  she  w^as  the  stepdaughter  or  servant  of  some  one 
of  the  town’s  early  settlers.  Margaret  Hildreth  died  in  Chelms¬ 
ford  “last  of  August,”  1693,  and  her  husband,  James  Hildreth, 
on  April  14,  1695. 

Hildreth  had  presumably  moved  to  Chelmsford  with  his  father 
in  1655  or  1656  and  in  that  new  community  he  was  soon  being 
elected  to  the  various  town  offices — fence-viewer,  constable,  road 
surveyor,  grand  juror  and  selectman.  First  a  sergeant  in  the 
town’s  foot  company,  he  was  confirmed  a  lieutenant  in  June, 
1689,  and  of  that  rank  in  the  West  regiment  of  Middlesex  Coun¬ 
ty  he  was  at  Benjamin  Haywood’s  garrison  in  March,  1691/2. 

The  Chelmsford  church  records  contain  an  entry  under  the 
date  of  March  20,  1664:  “This  day  Margaret  Hildrich  her  con¬ 
fession  and  her  dismission  read  and  she  received  into  our  cove¬ 
nant.”  James  Hildreth  was  not  admitted  as  a  freeman  until  May 
3,  1665,  when  he  took  the  oath.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know 
why  these  usual  acts  w^ere  so  long  delayed. 

Hildreth’s  son-in-law,  Israel  Proctor,  was  appointed  to  ad¬ 
minister  his  estate  on  May  24,  1695.  The  property  was  ap¬ 
praised  at  £286:  10:  0.  The  inventory  listed  the  homestead, 
buildings,  orchard  and  fencing  at  £85  and  there  were  other 
lands — “the  huckelbery  hill  Lote”  (£20),  the  pond  meadow 
(£25),  the  six-acre  lot  (£15),  the  round  meadow,  the  snake 
meadow  and  “Littel  Tadnike.”  His  clothes  were  worth  the  large 
sum  of  £8,  and  there  were  six  yards  of  serge,  four  yards  of  cloth, 
a  piece  of  silk  and  a  good  stock  of  woolen  and  linen  yarn.  There 
were  no  articles  of  luxury,  but  a  plentiful  supply  of  tools  and 
household  instruments.  The  farm  stock  consisted  of  bees,  10 
sheep  and  4  lambs,  a  pair  of  oxen,  a  horse,  5  cows,  2  steers,  3 
yearlings,  a  heifer  and  a  calf.  On  November  9,  1696,  the  estate 
was  settled  and  distribution  ordered  to  the  children.  Richard, 
the  eldest  son,  was  to  receive  £55  in  land  and  £32 :  14 :  4  in  mov¬ 
ables,  and  to  each  of  Margaret  Proctor,  eldest  daughter,  Abi¬ 
gail,  Dorothy  and  Ephraim,  the  younger  children,  £27  :  10 :  0  in 
land  and  £16:  7:  2  in  movables.  The  actual  detailed  division  was 
made  by  John  Danforth,  Sen.,  Nathaniel  Hill  and  Thomas  Park¬ 
er,  and  varied  somewhat  from  the  order,  Richard  having  as- 
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signed  to  him  the  homestead  which  was  valued  at  £85,  approxi¬ 
mately  the  sum  of  the  land  and  movables  to  which  he  was  entitled. 
There  were  also  several  cross  payments  agreed  upon  in  the  shares 
of  the  other  children.  Richard,  who  was  seventeen,  chose  his 
uncle  Joseph  Hildreth  to  be  his  guardian  on  July  19,  1695, 
while  Ephraim,  aged  fourteen,  chose  his  uncle  Ephraim  Hildreth 
of  Stowe.* 

Children,  born  in  Chelmsford: 

i.  Margaret,  b.  May  22,  1660;  m.  Jan.  10,  1689,  Israel  Proctor. 

ii.  Sarah,  b.  Feb.  22,  1661/2;  d.  1682. 

iii.  James,  b.  April  9,  1664;  not  living  in  1695. 

iv.  Elizabeth  (twin),  b.  March  28,  d.  June  27,  1666. 

v.  Mary  (twin),  b.  March  28,  1666;  not  living  in  1695. 

vi.  Thomas,  b.  Aug.  12,  1668;  probably  married  Mary  -  before 

April  30,  1686,  when  Thomas,  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Hildreth 
was  born  in  Chelmsford;  d.  s.p.  before  1695. 

vii.  Hannah,  b.  Oct.  2,  1670;  not  living  in  1695. 

viii.  Abigail,  b.  Oct.  3,  1672;  m.  Dec.  15,  1696,  Joseph  Barrett;  d.  in 

Chelmsford  Dec.  30,  1729. 

ix.  Dorothy,  b.  about  1674;  m.  Nov.  30,  169—,  John  Robbins;  d.  April 

19,  1757,  aged  83. 

x.  Richard,  b.  about  1677;  m.  (1),  int.  Feb.  6,  1699/1700,  at  Billerica, 

Dorcas  Wilson  of  Concord  who  d.  May  10,  1727 ;  m.  (2),  int.  April 

20,  1728,  at  Chelmsford,  Sarah  Carver  who  d.  April  5,  1735;  m.  (3), 
int.  May  15,  1736,  Hannah  (Fletcher)  Wright  who  d.  Sept.  18, 
1759;  he  d.  April  28,  1760,  aged  83. 

3.  xi.  Ephraim,  b.  June  9,  1680. 

3.  Major  Ephraim3  Hildreth  ( James 2,  Richard 1)  was  born 
in  Chelmsford  on  June  9,  1680.  He  married  about  1707  Mercy 
Richardson  of  Chelmsford  who  died  at  Dracut  December  25, 
1743.  He  had  died  there  on  September  26,  1740.  The  grave¬ 
stones  of  both  still  stand. 

In  addition  to  farming,  doubtless  his  principal  occupation, 
Hildreth  had  talents  as  surveyor  and  was  often  so  employed. 
The  town  of  Dracut  was  set  off  from  Chelmsford  in  1701,  and  in 
1711  he,  a  resident  of  the  new  town,  was  selected  to  “lay  off  all 
country  roads  and  all  convenient  ways  which  the  town  wants 
and  stands  in  need  of.”  In  1712,  after  he  had  made  a  survey,  he 
made  four  reports  to  Colonel  Tyng,  Major  Lane  and  Lieutenant 
Stearns  on  the  proposed  division  and  apportionment  of  the  re¬ 
served  lands  in  Dracut.  He  revised  the  old  roads  and  laid  out 
needed  new  ones  in  1716.  He  was  appointed  to  perambulate  the 
lines  between  the  towns  of  Dracut  and  Methuen  and  Dracut  and 
Dunstable  in  1728.  In  1736,  on  September  31  (sic),  he  passed  on 
all  of  the  bargains  and  sales  made  by  the  town  of  the  reserved 


*  Middlesex  Probate,  No.  11331. 
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lands  which  he  had  previously  surveyed,  and  finally  in  1737  he 
was  chosen  surveyor  to  determine  the  rights  and  limitations  of 
the  original  settlers  of  Dracut. 

In  Dracut’s  local  government  Hildreth  was  particularly  val¬ 
uable,  holding  all  of  the  town  offices  at  various  periods.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  being  surveyor  of  highways,  tythingman,  assessor,  se¬ 
lectman,  town  treasurer  and  moderator,  he  served  as  town  clerk 
almost  continuously  from  1713  until  his  death  in  1740.  In  1716 
he  was  appointed  to  “go  to  Concord  to  wait  upon  ye  court  to 
try  to  get  off  from  paying  to  Billerica  about  ye  great  bridge,” 
the  maintenance  of  which  was  apparently  a  joint  obligation  of 
several  adjoining  towns.  He  may  have  been  successful  for  he 
was  sent  on  the  same  errand  in  1731,  receiving  £3:  5:  0  for  his 
expenses.  He  represented  Dracut  on  a  committee  of  neighboring 
towns  to  discuss  the  formation  of  a  new  county  in  1734,  but  “in 
nowise  to  have  a  new  countv  unless  Chelmsford  be  the  shire 
town.”  This  project  did  not  succeed.  In  1737  he  was  paid  £3:5:0 
for  entertaining  the  selectmen  when  on  the  town’s  business. 

Like  his  grandfather  and  his  father  he  was  an  officer  in  the 
militia  and  his  advancements  may  be  traced  by  the  titles  given 
him  in  the  town  records — Sergeant  in  1712,  Lieutenant  in  1720, 
Captain  in  1722  and  Major  in  1736. 

In  1708,  when  he  was  a  young  man,  Ephraim  was  fined  30s. 
for  “reproachful  speeches  and  actions.”  This  doubtless  means 
that  he  had  the  temerity  to  criticize  the  Dracut  parson.  There¬ 
after,  however,  he  was  active  in  church  affairs.  “Sergeant  Hil¬ 
dreth  was  appointed  by  the  town  to  treat  with  Mr.  Wiggles- 
worth  about  preaching”  in  1712,  and  in  1718  he  was  voted  room 
to  construct  a  pew  on  the  south  side  of  the  meetinghouse.  In 
1719  the  town  was  again  seeking  a  parson  and  Hildreth  was  di¬ 
rected  “to  discourse  with  Mr.  Prentice  to  be  our  minister  to  set¬ 
tle  in  Dracut.”  A  year  later  on  December  28,  1720,  he  was  car¬ 
rying  the  vote  of  the  town  to  ask  Mr.  Thomas  Parker  to  settle, 
and,  Mr.  Parker  having  come  to  an  agreement,  on  March  17, 
1720/1,  Ephraim  invited  the  ministers  of  the  surrounding  towns 
to  assist  at  the  ordination.  In  1738  he  was  a  “special  committee” 
to  determine  the  salary  to  be  paid  the  minister  and,  after  con¬ 
sidering  the  case  for  two  weeks,  he  reported  that  £160  Old  Tenor 
would  be  proper. 

Years  before  his  death  the  Major  had  given  land  to  the  town 
to  use  as  a  graveyard.  The  gift  was  made  verbally,  so  in  1752 
his  sons  Ephraim,  William  and  Elijah  confirmed  it  by  a  deed  to 
the  town  which  was  recorded  in  the  Dracut  records. 
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Ephraim  Hildreth,  “Esqr.,”  made  his  will  on  September  24, 
1740,  being  “of  Dracutt.”  It  was  proved  November  24,  1740. 
He  directs  that  “so  much  of  my  out  Land  at  tyngs  Town  and 
Saw  mill  there  and  my  negro  boy  Cuffe  and  so  much  of  my  Stock 
as  will  make  up  enough  to  Pay  all  my  Just  Debts  and  Dues  with 
what  Bonds  I  have  Due  to  me  for  sums  of  money  Shall  be  Sould 
.  .  .  to  Pay  all  my  Just  Debts  and  Dues  and  funeral  charges.”  To 
his  wife  Mercy,  one-third  part  of  his  movable  estate  and  a  third 
part  of  his  real  estate  that  he  had  not  given  to  his  sons  by  deed, 
during  her  natural  life.  To  his  daughter  Mercy,  £100  in  current 
money  or  bills  of  credit.  To  his  four  sons,  Thomas,  William,  Levy 
and  Elijah  Hildreth,  all  the  remainder  of  his  estate,  both  real 
and  personal,  and,  after  her  decease,  all  the  third  given  to  his 
wife,  to  be  equally  divided  between  them.  “I  have  given  to  my 
sone  Robert  Hildreth  four  Hundred  Pounds  money  which  he 
hath  had  in  full  of  his  Portion  of  my  Estate.”  His  sons  Josiah, 
Zachariah  and  Ephraim  Hildreth  had  had  deeds  of  their  full 
portions.  Executor:  his  son  Ephraim.  Witnesses:  Richard  Hil¬ 
dreth,  Stephen  Rusel,  Josiah  Richardson  (an  elaborate  signa¬ 
ture)  . 

The  appraisal,  in  a  total  of  £3179:  8:  0,  included  £390:  8:  0 
of  debts  due  to  him.  His  lands  comprised  his  homestead  of  200 
acres,  100  acres  and  two  barns  at  the  Merrimac  river,  50  acres 
bought  of  Gov.  Belcher,  150  acres  at  Winthrop’s  farm,  an  in¬ 
terest  in  the  corn  and  sawmills  on  Beaver  brook  and  the  land, 
meadow  and  sawmill  in  Tyngs  Town,  all  valued  at  £2250.  His 
“apperill”  was  worth  £22,  and  in  the  barns,  besides  the  usual 
utensils,  wTere  2  pairs  of  oxen,  a  pair  of  steers,  10  cows,  2  heifers, 
8  yearlings  and  5  calves,  a  horse  and  a  mare,  8  sheep  and  18 
swine.  In  the  house  were  4  feather  beds  and  3  flock  beds,  each 
with  “furniture,”  firearms,  8  silver  spoons  (£12),  25  chairs,  a 
chest  of  drawers  and  a  plain  chest,  a  round  table  and  3  other 
tables,  6  platters,  19  plates,  a  quart  pot  and  2  basins  all  of  pew¬ 
ter,  a  brass  kettle,  skillet  and  warming  pan,  wooden  dishes  and 
plates,  3  glass  bottles,  “2  cheney  Bools  2  mugs  &  cruse”  and 
the  usual  iron  and  wooden  utensils,  a  looking  glass,  and  books 
(£1 :  10:  0).  The  Negro  boy  was  worth  £100.* 

Children,  the  first  two  born  in  Chelmsford,  the  others  in 
Dracut : 

i.  Ephraim,  b.  Jan.  18, 1708;  m.  Feb.  11,  1735/6,  Mary  Clark  of  Chelms¬ 
ford;  d.  Aug.  5,  1769,  at  Dracut.  Her  will  was  proved  May  10,  1796. 


*  Middlesex  Probate,  No.  11318. 
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ii.  Josiah,  b.  Feb.  14,  1710;  m.,  int.  Dec.  20,  1740,  Rebecca  Wright;  d. 
Aug.  7,  1754,  at  Dracut. 

4.  iii.  Robert,  b.  May  18,  1713. 

iv.  Mercy,  b.  Jan.  27,  1715/6;  d.  Dec.  10,  1729. 

v.  Zachariah,  b.  Sept.  26,  1718;  d.  Jan.  10,  1745,  unmarried. 

vi.  Thomas,  b.  April  5,  1721;  m.,  int.  Dec.  13,  1746,  Hannah  Coburn 

who  d.  Jan.  22,  1783;  he  d.  Dec.  4,  1755,  at  Fort  Cumberland,  Mary¬ 
land,  in  the  French  and  Indian  War. 

vii.  Wllliam,  b.  Aug.  30,  1723;  m.,  int.  Nov.  7,  1747,  Tabitha  Coburn, 

who  d.  Feb.  9,  1788,  at  Dracut. 

viii.  Levi,  b.  Oct.  13,  1726  (Luis  in  record)  ;  m.,  int.  Dec.  13,  1746,  Mary 

Clemmons;  d.  in  Pelham,  N.  H.,  part  of  which  was  set  off  from 
Dracut  when  the  Massachusetts-New  Hampshire  line  was  estab¬ 
lished  (but  not  permanently)  in  1765. 

ix.  Elijah,  b.  May  23,  1728;  m.  (1),  int.  Dec.  27,  1746,  Hannah  Coburn, 

who  d.  in  Dracut  May  11,  1753;  m.  (2),  int.  Feb.  1,  1755,  Susanna 
(Merrill)  Barker,  widow  of  Philemon  Barker,  who  d.  Oct.  17, 
1764,  in  Dracut;  m.  (3)  in  Tewksbury  June  20,  1765,  Hannah 
(Richardson)  Coburn,  widow  of  Joshua  Coburn,  who  d.  Oct.  19, 
1807 ;  he  d.  May  14,  1814,  in  Dracut. 

x.  Mercy,  b.  Nov.  27,  1732;  m.  July  25,  1754,  Jonathan  Coburn;  d.  Feb. 

11,  1807.  Among  other  children  she  had  a  son  Thaddeus,  b.  1760, 
and  a  son  Micah,  b.  1774,  both  names  used  in  the  family  of  Paul5 
Hildreth. 

4.  Robert4  Hiedreth  ( Ephraim, 3,  James 2,  Richard 1)  was 
born  at  Dracut  on  May  18,  1713.  He  married  before  August, 

1735,  Sarah - who  died  about  1752.  His  second  wife,  their 

intention  to  marry  being  published  November  15,  1752,  was 
Sarah  Abbott  of  Andover.  Robert  died  before  October  27,  1760, 
when  Sarah  Hildreth  of  Chelmsford,  widow  of  Mr.  Robert  Hil¬ 
dreth,  petitioned  that  David  Abbot  of  Andover  be  appointed  to 
administer  his  estate. 

The  widow  Sarah  married  secondly,  as  his  second  wife,  John 
Lane,  Jr.,  of  Bedford,  in  Andover  on  May  28,  1761.  Lane  died 
December  7,  1789,  aged  69,  in  Bedford  where  his  gravestone 
still  stands  and  Sarah  married,  thirdly,  in  Bedford  on  July  14, 
1791,  Benjamin  Parker.  “Widow  Sarah  Parker,  formerly  the 
wife  of  Mr.  John  Lane”  aged  88  years,  died  in  Bedford  on  March 
5,  1814. 

Robert  Hildreth  was  called  successively  yeoman,  carpenter, 
housewright  and  gentleman,  his  right  to  the  last  title  being,  ac¬ 
cording  to  eighteenth-century  standards,  dubious. 

On  January  3,  1735/6,  not  long  after  his  marriage,  Robert’s 
father,  Major  Hildreth,  paid  to  John  Colburn  of  Dracut  £500 
(doubtless  in  depreciated  currency)  and  Colburn  deeded  to  Rob¬ 
ert  Hildreth,  carpenter,  one  hundred  acres  in  Dracut  adjoining 
Colburn’s  own  farm,  Sarah  Colburn  releasing  dower.*  Hildreth 


*  Middlesex  Deeds,  47 :  28. 
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petitioned  the  General  Sessions  of  Middlesex  County  for  per¬ 
mission  to  keep  a  boat,  presumably  for  ferriage  across  the  Mer- 
rimac  river,  on  March  15,  1736,  but  the  petition  was  dismissed. 
Tern  years  later,  on  August  25,  1747,  he  again  asked  a  license 
for  a  ferry,  successfully,  and  gave  a  bond  for  £25,  two  sureties, 
John  Varnum  of  Dracut,  gentleman,  and  Ross  Wyman  of  Tewks¬ 
bury,  blacksmith,  each  giving  bond  in  the  sum  of  £12:  10:  0. 
His  ferry  was  mentioned  in  Dracut  records  in  1748,  1749  and 
1752. 

Robert  was  chosen  deer  reeve  in  1735  and  1749,  fence-viewer 
in  1739,  and  surveyor  of  highways  for  the  easterly  end  of  Dracut 
in  1741,  1742  and  1744.  In  1749  he  made  a  contribution  of 
£2:5:9  for  the  meetinghouse  and  in  1750  he  was  paid  various 
sums  for  carpenter’s  work  on  the  building.  He  was,  in  1749,  one 
of  the  committee  authorized  to  sell  Dracut  town  rights  to  the 
ministry  of  Pelham,  and  in  1752  he  was  paid  12s.  for  entertain¬ 
ing  the  Dracut  selectmen  for  five  days  while  they  were  assessing 
rates.  His  second  wife,  Sarah  Abbott,  kept  the  Dracut  school  for 
two  months  in  1756  and  was  paid  £1:14:  8. 

By  1750  Robert  had  become  indebted  to  John  Wheatley,  tai¬ 
lor,  of  Boston  in  the  sum  of  £80,  and  on  July  13  he  mortgaged 
to  Wheatley  “about  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  .  .  .  adjacent 
to  the  Land  of  John  Colburn,”  on  the  Merrimac  river,  with  the 
buildings  thereon,  Thomas  Hildreth  of  Dracut,  gentleman,  and 
Nicholas  Sprake,  clothier,  of  Billerica  joining  him  in  a  bond  of 
£160.  He  managed  to  discharge  the  mortgage  on  November  23, 
1756.*'  To  raise  the  money  he  had,  however,  sold  the  farm  to  two 
purchasers.  On  October  13,  1755,  he  had  raised  £200  by  the  sale 
of  fifty  acres,  “being  the  northerly  part  of  the  said  Robert’s 
homested,”  to  Timothy  Fletcher,  Jr.,  of  Westford,  and  on  De¬ 
cember  8,  1755,  he  had  deeded  to  his  brother  Ephraim  Hildreth 
for  £93  “all  my  right  .  .  .  that  I  have  in  and  unto  my  Homestead 
Farm”  with  his  dwelling  house,  subject  to  the  mortgage  and 
also  to  an  attachment  placed  on  the  property  by  Thomas  and 
William  Parker  of  Litchfield  (New  Hampshire)  who  were  suing 
him  for  debt.f 

After  these  financial  disasters  Hildreth  decided  to  leave  Dra¬ 
cut  and  settle  in  the  neighboring  town  of  Chelmsford,  where  on 
May  2,  1758,  he  bought  from  Ephraim  Warren,  Jr.,  four  acres 
in  the  Waymasset  Purchase,  for  £5.  J  A  few  weeks  later  he  seems 

*  Ibid.,  48:  535. 

t  Ibid.,  54:  187,  309. 

$  Ibid.,  59 :  55. 


Hildreth ,  of  Dracut  and  Lewiston 


15 


to  have  entered  into  partnership  with  Joseph  Tyler,  a  millwright, 
for  in  June  and  August,  1758,  Tyler  conveyed  to  him,  by  two 
deeds,  eleven  acres,  also  in  Wavmasset  and  on  the  Merrimac 
river,  to  be  held  by  them  in  common  and  undivided  “for  the  Use 
of  a  Saw-Mill  Yard  or  Corn  Mill.”* * * § 

The  town  of  Chelmsford  on  September  5,  1758,  entered  in  the 
Court  of  Sessions  a  “Caution  against  Robert  Hildreth  Carpen¬ 
ter  &  Sarah  Hildreth  his  wife  &  Paul  and  Susanna  their  Children, 
and  William  Baxter  who  came  last  from  Dracut  about  ten 
months  ago  (preceding  the  30th  of  June  last).”  It  was  about 
two  years  later,  in  1760,  that  Hildreth  died. 

The  estate  which  David  Abbot  undertook  to  administer  for 
his  sister,  Sarah  Hildreth,  was  heavily  insolvent.  She  salvaged  a 
little  by  deeding  to  him  her  dower  rights  in  the  Chelmsford  land 
for  £10  :  7  :  8  on  April  14,  1761. f  This  came  out  of  the  inventory 
of  £79:  15:  8  which  was  entered  October  28,  1760.  the  same  dav 
on  which  Abbot  received  his  appointment,  Ephraim  Hildreth  of 
Dracut,  gentleman,  and  Zachariah  Emery,  yeoman,  of  Town- 
shend  being  his  sureties.  When,  on  March  10,  1762,  the  order  to 
distribute  the  estate  to  the  creditors  was  entered,  there  were  for¬ 
ty-nine  names  listed,  and  they  were  scattered  over  the  surround¬ 
ing  countryside — Dracut  and  Chelmsford  (Hildreth  brothers, 
Richardson  cousins  and  many  others),  Billerica,  Tewksbury, 
Andover,  Haverhill,  Bradford,  Amesbury,  Xewburv,  Dunstable, 
Litchfield,  Pelham  and  Nottingham,  the  last  three  towns  being 
over  the  present  New  Hampshire  border .J  Hildreth  may  well 
have  been  one  of  those  optimists,  endowed  with  plausibility  and 
charm,  on  whom  their  kinsmen  and  friends  seem  willing  to  take 
chances. 

The  question  of  the  surname  of  Robert  Hildreth’s  first  wife 
Sarah  remains  unanswered.  Their  marriage  record  is  not  found 
in  the  vital  statistics  of  the  towns  which  surround  Dracut,  and 
the  search  has  extended  through  Middlesex  County  into  Suffolk 
and  Essex. § 

Children,  by  first  wife,  born  in  Dracut : 

i.  Sarah,  b.  Aug.  31,  1735;  m.,  int.  Nov.  16,  1754,  Simeon  Wood  of 
Dracut  who  served  in  the  French  and  Indian  War  and  was  present 
at  the  dispersion  of  the  Acadians.  Only  two  children  were  re¬ 
corded  in  Dracut,  Sarah  Wood,  b.  March  27,  1755,  and  Mari/ 

*  Ibid.,  59:  57. 

t  Ibid.,  67:  94. 

t  Middlesex  Probate,  No.  11377. 

§  For  a  short  account  of  this  search  see  National  Genealogical  Society  Quarterly 
for  March,  1958,  p.  3,  in  the  article  “Davis’s  Miscellany." 
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Wood,  b.  Aug.  27,  1762.  The  intentions  of  a  Mrs.  Sarah  Wood  of 
Dracut  and  Joseph  Wright  of  Pelham,  N.  H.,  were  published  April 
25  1771. 

ii.  Bridget,  b.  May  26,  1737;  m.,  int.  Nov.  1,  1760,  Eleazer  Coburn  of 

Dracut  who  d.  May  2,  1810,  in  Canaan,  Maine;  she  d.  in  Canaan  in 
Aug.,  1836,  in  her  100th  year.  They  lived  in  that  part  of  Dunstable 
later  set  off  as  Tyngsboro  until  1790  when  they  moved  to  Lewiston, 
Maine,  and  in  1792  to  Canaan.  Their  grandson  was  Gov.  Abner 
Coburn  of  Maine  who  was  elected  in  1863.  With  his  brother  he 
amassed  a  great  fortune  in  Maine  and  Wisconsin  timber,  and  on 
his  death  in  1885  he  left  $1,000,000  to  religious,  educational  and 
charitable  institutions. 

iii.  Robert,  b.  March  1,  1739;  d.  young. 

iv.  Robert,  b.  Feb.  23,  1740(1)  ;  d.  Aug.,  1741. 

5.  v.  Paul,  b.  Oct.  5,  1746. 

vi.  Susanna,  b.  Dec.  5,  1748.  She  went  to  Maine  with  her  brother  Paul 

and  on  Oct.  19,  1776,  “Susannah  Hildricks  of  Dracut  but  now  a 
resident  of  New  Gloucester  and  Elisha  Lakis  (Lake)  of  North 
Yarmouth”  published  their  intention  to  marry,  in  New  Gloucester. 
In  1790  they  were  living  in  Lewiston,  with  no  children.  He  was  a 
son  of  Benjamin  and  Mercy  Lake  of  North  Yarmouth  where  he 
was  born  July  30,  1742. 

By  second  wife : 

vii.  Benjamin,  b.  Jan.  23,  d.  Feb.  13,  1754. 

5.  Paul5  Hildreth  [Robert41,  Ephraim3,  James2,  Richard1) 
was  born  in  Dracut  on  October  5,  1746.  When  he  was  thirteen 
or  fourteen  in  1760  he  and  his  sister  Susanna,  two  years  his  jun¬ 
ior,  were  left  penniless  orphans  on  the  death  of  their  father. 
Where  they  spent  the  next  ten  years  of  their  lives  is  unknown. 
Their  stepmother  married  John  Lane  of  Bedford  in  1761  and 
they  may  have  lived  with  her  or  with  their  older  married  sisters, 
Sarah  Wood  and  Bridget  Coburn,  in  Dracut.  There  were  four 
Hildreth  uncles,  Ephraim,  William,  Levi  and  Elijah,  and  one 
Hildreth  aunt,  Mercy  (Hildreth)  Coburn,  living  in  1760  and 
they  possibly  took  one  or  the  other  of  the  two  children.  For  sev¬ 
eral  reasons  I  am  inclined  to  guess  that  Paul,  at  least,  went  to 
his  uncle  Levi  who  was  living  in  Pelham,  New  Hampshire,  a  town 
part  of  which  had  been  set  off  from  Dracut.  In  Pelham  also  lived 
his  great-uncle,  William  Richardson,  and  his  large  family. 

Paul  Hildreth  married  in  1769  or  early  in  1770  a  girl  whose 
given  name  and  surname  have  not  been  found  in  any  documen¬ 
tary  source.  The  possibility  that  she  was  Hannah  Merrill  of 
Nottingham  West,  New  Hampshire,  is  discussed  later. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  Paul  Hildreth  took  his  wife  into  the 
forests  of  Maine,  a  long  and  adventurous  journey  for  the  times, 
and  built  a  cabin  at  the  falls  of  the  Androscoggin  river  where 
the  city  of  Lewiston,  of  which  he  was  the  first  settler,  now  stands. 
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The  date  of  this  venture  is,  traditionally,  “the  summer  of  1770.” 
The  land  on  which  he  settled,  or  squatted,  was  within  the  bounds 
of  the  Pejepscot  Purchase,  a  vast  area  which  had  been  bought 
by  a  group  of  Massachusetts  speculators  in  1714,  and  the  near¬ 
est  settled  township  was  New  Gloucester,  about  fifteen  miles  to 
the  south,  to  which,  so  the  story  goes,  the  Hildreths  retired  to 
spend  their  first  Maine  winter  and  where  their  first  child  would 
have  been  born  in  November.  When  they  returned  to  the  Andro¬ 
scoggin  in  the  spring  they  found  the  cabin  a  charred  ruin,  quite 
possibly  the  work  of  the  Indian  trappers  who  still  frequented  the 
river  valley.  Paul  persevered,  however,  and  built  a  new  and 
doubtless  simple  home  where,  in  1773,  his  daughter  Sarah,  ac¬ 
counted  the  first  white  child  born  in  Lewiston,  made  her  appear¬ 
ance. 

The  Hildreths  soon  had  neighbors  on  the  Androscoggin.  It  is 
said  to  have  been  late  in  October,  1770,  that  Lawrence  Jackson 
Harris,  also  of  Dracut,  a  millwright  under  contract  with  the 
Pejepscot  proprietors,  arrived  at  the  falls  with  materials  for  a 
mill.  Returning  to  Dracut,  he  brought  his  family  with  him  to 
Maine  in  the  summer  of  1771.*  Also,  when  Hildreth  came  back 
from  New  Gloucester  in  1771,  David  Pettingill  came  with  him. 
In  March,  1773,  the  proprietors  sent  surveyors,  Amos  Davis 
and  David  Purinton,  to  lay  out  a  town  and  divide  it  into  lots  of 
100  acres  each.  The  fourth  settler,  again  from  Dracut,  was  Asa 
Varnum,  three  years  older  than  Hildreth.  He  was  unfortunately 
drowned  in  the  river  in  1773. 

Paul  Hildreth,  although  his  house  was  on  Lot  52,  made  his 
first  purchase,  Lots  31,  56  and  121,  each  of  100  acres,  from 
Jonathan  Bagiev  of  Almesbury  and  Moses  Little  of  Newbury, 
acting  for  the  proprietors,  on  December  13,  1780. f  It  was  not 
until  May  5,  1788,  that  he  bought  Lot  52,  also  of  100  acres,  the 
proprietors  then  being  represented  by  Moses  Little  and  Josiah 
Little  of  Newburv  and  Isaac  Randall  of  Almesburv,  for  the  sum 
of  £3.J  Both  deeds  were  conditional  upon  Hildreth’s  services  on 
making  and  repairing  such  roads  as  the  community  found 
necessary. 

Local  and  family  traditions  say  that  Hildreth  was  primarily 
a  hunter,  trapper  and  lumberman,  cutting  the  trees  on  his  acres 
but  not  clearing  them  for  farming.  As  a  trapper,  so  the  stories 

*  Mr.  Harris  had  been  one  of  the  creditors  of  Robert  Hildreth,  Paul’s  father,  in 
1760. 

t  Lincoln  Deeds,  25:  122. 

t  Ibicl.,  66:  247. 


18 


The  Ancestry  of  Sarah  Hildreth 

go,  he  was  an  adept  in  outwitting  the  Indians  who  still  came 
down  the  Androscoggin  valley.  It  is  said  that  on  one  occasion, 
learning  that  a  group  of  Indians  were  planning  a  raid  on  the 
little  settlement  on  a  certain  night,  he  placed  a  light  on  the  is¬ 
land  in  the  river,  causing  the  unhappy  savages  to  mistake  the 
course  of  their  canoes  with  the  result  that  they  went  over  the 
falls  and  were  drowned — a  typical  frontier  tale  which  may  or 
may  not  be  true. 

By  the  1790  Census  Hildreth  and  his  family  were  still  in  Lew¬ 
iston  in  that  year,  and  on  November  21,  1791,  he  conveyed  to 
his  oldest  son,  David,  who  would  have  just  come  of  age,  50  acres 
on  the  northerly  side  of  the  Lewiston  home-lot,  No.  52.  The 
deed  names  £200  as  David’s  consideration  which  was,  of  course, 
in  heavily  debased  currency.*  By  December  31,  1793,  he  had 
moved  to  Smithtown  plantation,  nearer  the  Kennebec  towns,  and 
on  that  day  he  was  one  of  the  signers  of  the  petition  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  plantation  to  be  incorporated  under  the  name 
of  Litchfield,  which  was  granted  by  the  General  Court.  His  last 
years,  probably  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  were  spent  in  the 
town  of  West  Gardiner  where  most  of  his  children  were  settled 
on  farms.  There  he  died  November  26,  1820. 

Paul  Hildreth's  Wife 

In  1873  a  book  called  the  Androscoggin  County  Atlas  was 
published,  containing,  in  addition  to  town  maps,  short  historical 
articles.  In  his  account  of  Lewiston  the  author,  Mr.  Elder,  gave 
disproportionate  space  to  Paul  Hildreth,  and  in  the  course 
thereof  he  wrote :  “He  married  Miss  Hannah  Merrill  of  Notting¬ 
ham,  New  Hampshire,  where  he  resided  about  a  year  previous  to 
his  settlement  in  Lewiston,”  and  concluded  by  saying  that  one 
of  Paul’s  daughters,  Mrs.  Levi  Moore,  still  lived  in  Gardiner,  a 
neighboring  town.  He  does  not  say  that  Mrs.  Moore,  who  sur¬ 
vived  un ‘il  1879,  was  his  informant  but  the  inference  is  strong. 
Also,  wl  in  the  Atlas  was  published  in  1873  there  were  63  of 
Paul’s  grandchildren  living  in  the  general  neighborhood. 

This  justified  further  investigation,  but  as  far  as  Nottingham 
was  concerned  it  drew  a  complete  blank.  Not  only  was  there  no 
Hannah  Merrill  found  in  the  town,  but  no  Merrills  whatever. 
This  was  a  sad  check,  but  hope  revived  when  it  was  learned  that 
in  the  eighteenth  century  there  was  another  New  Hampshire 
township  called  Nottingham  West,  lying  on  the  Massachusetts 


*  Ibid.,  30:  121. 
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border  very  near  Dracut  and  having  no  connection  with  Not¬ 
tingham.  It  seems  possible  that  Mr.  Elder  believed  that  Notting¬ 
ham  West  was  a  village  in  the  western  part  of  the  township  of 
Nottingham  and  therefore  dropped  the  West  as  of  little  impor¬ 
tance  in  writing  his  article  on  Lewiston.  There  are,  of  course, 
numberless  instances  of  the  use  of  the  points  of  the  compass  to 
designate  outlying  settlements,  although  it  is  usual  for  them  to 
precede  rather  than  follow  the  name  of  the  town. 

Nottingham  West  (it  became  Hudson  in  1830)  did  produce  a 
Hannah  Merrill  whose  birth  was  recorded  there  in  1747.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Thomasine  Merrill,  and  of  suitable 
age  to  have  married  Paul  Hildreth  who  was  born  in  1746.  No 
intention  of  marriage  or  marriage  record  was  found,  however, 
and  no  other  documentary  evidence  of  Hannah’s  further  life. 

The  Merrills  were  fortunate  in  possessing  an  active  genealo¬ 
gist,  Mr.  Samuel  Merrill  of  Cambridge,  and  the  problem  was 
presented  to  him,  quoting  Mr.  Elder  in  the  Androscoggin  Coun¬ 
ty  Atlas.  Mr.  Merrill  answered  that  “Rev.  Samuel  H.  Merrill, 
the  earliest  Merrill  genealogist,  wrote,  about  fifty  years  ago 
(c.  1870),  that  Hannah  Merrill,  born  in  1747,  in  Hudson,  N.  H., 

m.  -  Hildreth,  and  lived  in  New  Gloucester.”  This  was  of 

great  importance  to  the  case.  Rev.  Samuel  Hill  Merrill  was  born 
in  1805  and  died  in  1873.  His  son  testified  that  his  father  began 
his  genealogical  work  in  1850,  so  it  is  probable  that  the  infor¬ 
mation  that  he  obtained  about  Hannah  Merrill’s  marriage  ante¬ 
dated  the  Androscoggin  County  Atlas.  It  is  certain  that  he  did 
not  obtain  it  from  Paul  Hildreth’s  children  or  grandchildren,  in¬ 
asmuch  as  he  did  not  know  the  given  name  of  Hannah  Merrill’s 
husband  and  said  nothing  about  the  settlement  of  Lewiston, 
which  did,  and  still  does,  loom  large  in  the  annals  of  Paul’s  de¬ 
scendants.  Therefore  it  seems  an  inescapable  conclusion  that 
Mr.  Merrill  learned  the  family  name  of  Hannah’s  husband  from 
her  Merrill  relations  in  and  about  Nottingham  West. 

These  two  pieces  of  evidence,  although  not  documentary,  from 
two  independent  sources,  came  close  to  a  satisfactory  conclusion 
that  the  marriage  of  Paul  Hildreth  to  Hannah  Merrill  of  Not¬ 
tingham  West  was  genealogically  proved.  They  certainly  satis¬ 
fied  Mr.  Samuel  Merrill,  for  in  his  Merrill  Memorial  which  was 
finished  in  1928,  although  the  early  portions  were  multigraphed 
in  1921,  1922  and  1925,  he  states  the  marriage  with  no  reser¬ 
vations. 

In  1939  it  was  learned  that  Mrs.  Mary  Lovering  Holman,  a 
professional  genealogist  of  the  first  rank,  had  been  commis- 
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sioned  to  write  a  Merrill  genealogy  and  was  working  over  and 
checking  the  Merrill  Memorial,  a  very  sparsely  documented 
work.  The  case  was  spread  before  her.  Mrs.  Holman  was  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  problem  and  suggested  several  further  steps,  all  of 
which  had  already  been  taken  or  have  been  taken  since,  to  no 
avail.  But  she  very  emphatically  punctured  the  full-blown  the¬ 
ory  by  writing :  “I  have  put  a  very  large  and  imposing  question 
mark  against  the  first  name  of  Hannah’s  husband.”  Mrs.  Hol¬ 
man  died  before  she  had  made  much  progress  on  the  book,  but,  in 
view  of  respect  for  her  judgment,  that  “question  mark”  has  con¬ 
stantly  hovered  over  further  research,  and  not  a  single  docu¬ 
mentary  fact  has  been  found  to  exorcise  it. 

As  Paul  Hildreth’s  first  child,  David,  was  born  in  November, 
1770,  it  would  seem  that  Paul  married  the  latter  part  of  1769 
or  early  in  1770.  If  marriage  or  intention  records  were  kept  in 
Nottingham  West  at  this  period,  they  have  disappeared.  In  fact, 
only  two  marriages  are  recorded  in  the  Nottingham  West  town 
book  between  1766  and  1776.  Rev.  Nathaniel  Merrill,  the  town’s 
parson  and  a  cousin  and  neighbor  of  Daniel  Merrill,  kept  his 
own  marriage  record  between  1789  and  1795.  It  would  have 
been  doubly  suitable  that  Mr.  Merrill  should  have  officiated  at 
the  wedding  of  Daniel  Merrill’s  daughter  but  the  record  is  not 
there.  Possibly  Mr.  Merrill  was  ill  or  absent  in  part  of  1769  for 
there  are  only  four  entries  in  that  year,  two  of  them  imperfect, 
the  grooms’  first  names  being  omitted.  No  other  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  town  records  contain  Paul  Hildreth’s  marriage. 

If  some  of  Paul  Hildreth’s  children  had  been  given  names  taken 
from  Hannah  Merrill’s  immediate  family,  such  as  Daniel  and 
Thomasine,  her  parents,  Samuel  and  Ruth,  her  Merrill  grand¬ 
parents,  or  Moses  and  Joshua,  her  brothers,  the  argument 
would  have  been  strengthened,  but  such  was  not  the  case.  The 
children  of  Paul  were  in  fact  named  David,  Sarah,  Hannah,  Asa, 
Thaddeus,  Susanna,  Robert,  Mercy  and  Betsey.  Robert  would 
have  been  named  for  Paul’s  father,  Susanna  for  his  sister  who 
accompanied  him  to  Maine,  Mercy  for  his  grandmother.  Han¬ 
nah  would  have  been  given  her  mother’s  name — if  her  mother’s 
name  was  Hannah.  Sarah  was  the  name  of  Paul’s  mother,  but  it 
was  also  that  of  a  sister  of  Hannah  Merrill.  Asa  may  have  been 
derived  from  a  cousin  of  Paul’s,  Asa  Plildreth,  who  lived  in  Pel¬ 
ham,  the  town  adjoining  Nottingham  West,  and  who  married  in 
Nottingham  West  in  1775  a  Sarah  Merrill.  Was  she  not  pos¬ 
sibly  Hannah’s  sister,  who  was  born  in  1755?  The  Merrill  Me¬ 
morial  says  that  she  was  a  daughter  of  Rev.  Nathaniel  Merrill, 


Hildreth ,  of  Dracut  and  Lewiston 


21 


but  gives  no  supporting  evidence.  For  David,  Thaddeus  and 
Betsey  there  is  no  obvious  explanation. 

It  is  possible,  of  course,  to  give  exaggerated  importance  to 
given  names,  both  for  and  against  a  theory.  Of  Paul  Hildreth’s 
seven  children  who  married,  only  one,  the  youngest  daughter, 
Mercy,  named  a  son  Paul. 

Thus  the  matter  stands. 

Children : 

i.  David,  b.  Nov.  9,  1770,  probably  in  New  Gloucester;  m.  April  22, 

1792,  in  Lewiston,  Esther  Moody  who  was  born  in  Waterborough 
May  16,  1770;  d.  in  Gardiner  July  12,  1848.  He  first  lived  in  Pe- 
jepscot  Claim  (Danville)  but  moved  to  Industry  by  1805  and  final¬ 
ly  to  Gardiner.  10  children  recorded  1792-1814.  Horace  Hildreth, 
Governor  of  Maine  1945-1949,  and  Ambassador  to  Pakistan,  is 
David’s  great-great-grandson. 

ii.  Sarah,  b.  Aug.  17,  1773,  in  Lewiston;  m.  April  26,  1796,  Annis  Spear 

of  Litchfield  who  d.  April  17,  1858;  she  d.  March  11,  1857,  in  West 
Gardiner.  9  children  recorded  1796-1814.  Her  ancestry  is  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  book. 

iii.  Asa;  d.  young.  He  was  possibly  named  for  his  father’s  cousin  Asa 

Hildreth  of  Pelham,  N.  H.,  or  for  Asa  Varnum,  the  young  man 
from  Dracut  who  was  drowned  in  the  Androscoggin  in  1773. 

iv.  Betsey;  d.  young. 

v.  Hannah,  b.  about  1779;  m.,  int.  recorded  in  Pittston  Aug.  31,  1800, 

James  Douglass,  Jr.,  who  d.  in  1808.  4  children  recorded  1801-1806. 

vi.  Thaddeus,  b.  about  1783;  m.  (1),  int.  March  31,  1805,  Relief  Spear 

of  Litchfield  who  d.  Jan.  5,  1826,  aged  36  years;  m.  (2),  int.  March 
24,  1827,  Lydia  Gove;  d.  at  West  Gardiner  Aug.  3,  1832,  aged  49 
years.  His  will,  dated  July  9,  1832,  was  proved  Jan.  29,  1833.  He 
mentioned  his  wife  Lydia,  sons  Nahum,  Thaddeus,  Elias  and  An¬ 
nis,  daughters  Susan  Spear,  wife  of  Edmund  Spear,  Rebecca, 
Mary,  Hannah,  Sally  and  Elizabeth.  Thaddeus  and  Elias  were 
given  $100  each  when  21,  were  to  give  their  services  to  their  broth¬ 
er  Annis  until  they  were  sixteen,  and  were  to  live  in  the  homestead 
until  they  were  20.  Executor:  son  Annis.  Witnesses:  George  W. 
Batchelder,  Robert  Hildreth,  William  Spear.  14  children  recorded 
1806-1830. 

vii.  Susanna,  b.  about  1784;  m.,  int.  recorded  in  Pittston  Feb.  17,  1803, 

Francis  Douglass,  Jr.,  who  d.  Jan.  30,  1865;  she  d.  June  28,  1S47, 
aged  63  years.  9  children  recorded  1805-1826. 

viii.  Robert,  b.  Oct.  17,  1788,  at  Lewiston;  m.  July  4,  1814,  Phebe  Marston 

of  West  Gardiner  who  d.  Feb.  4,  1871,  aged  84  years,  7  months;  he 
d.  Oct.  20,  1833,  in  West  Gardiner.  She  was  appointed  adminis¬ 
tratrix  of  his  estate  Oct.  29,  1833.  8  children  recorded  1814-1832. 

ix.  Mercy,  b.  May  2,  1791;  m.  at  Hallowell  Sept.  8,  1808,  Levi  Moore 

who  d.  June  9,  1877,  aged  87  years,  9  months.  She  d.  Jan.  29,  1879, 
aged  86  years,  9  months.  The  ages  are  from  gravestone  records, 
hers  1  year  in  error.  The  West  Oardiner  Vital  Records  misprints 
87  and  86  as  97  and  96. 
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It  is  in  the  north  of  England  that  patronymics  ending  in  son , 
such  as  Richardson,  were  most  commonly  used,  while  in  the 
south  one  finds  the  simple  possessive  form,  as  Richards.  There 
were  doubtless  exceptions  to  this  general  tendency,  but  in  many 
cases  sons  of  northern  families  must  have  come  to  the  south  at¬ 
tracted  by  the  greater  activity  based  on  London  and  the  channel 
ports.  The  Richardson  family  with  which  this  article  deals  lived 
in  Hertfordshire,  not  far  from  the  great  metropolis.* 

1.  Thomas1  Richardson  of  Standon,  co.  Hertford,  and 
Katherine  Duxford  of  Westmill,  also  in  Hertfordshire,  were 
married  in  the  latter  parish  on  August  24,  1590.  Unfortunately 
the  earliest  surviving  parish  register  of  Standon  does  not  begin 
until  1671,  so  that  source  of  information  regarding  Thomas 
Richardson’s  parentage  is  cut  off.  His  will  indicates  that  he  was 
a  farmer  in  moderate  circumstances.  The  Puritan  influence  was 
very  strong  in  several  parishes  not  far  from  Westmill,  where  the 
Richardsons  lived  after  their  marriage,  and  this  as  well  as  the 
prevailing  hard  times  may  have  motivated  the  emigration  of 
three  sons  of  the  family  to  New  England,  for  of  the  many  Amer¬ 
ican  families  of  whom  it  is  said  that  “three  brothers  came  over 
from  England”  (in  the  great  majority  of  cases  said  falsely)  the 
Richardsons  are  an  exception  in  that  the  statement  is  true. 

Catherine,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Richardson,  was  buried  March 
10,  1631(2),  and  Thomas  Richardson  on  January  8,  1633(4), 
at  Westmill. 

The  will  of  Thomas  Richardson  of  Westmill  in  the  County  of 
Herts,  husbandman,  was  made  March  4,  1630(1),  and  proved 
July  31,  1634,  at  Hitchin.  He  left  to  his  wife  Katherine  for 
her  life,  “my  littell  close  of  pasture  called  little  hunnymeade 
containing]  half  an  acre”  and  after  her  death  to  his  son  Sam¬ 
uel  and  Lis  heirs.  To  Lis  son  John,  40s.  to  be  paid  within  three 
years  after  his  and  his  wife’s  deaths.  To  his  son  James,  12d.  To 
his  son  Thomas,  £3  to  be  paid  within  five  years  of  his  and  his 
wife’s  deaths.  To  his  wife  Katherine,  all  his  movable  goods  for 
her  life  and  thereafter  to  his  son  Samuel  who  was  named  executor. 
Witnesses :  Richard  Baker,  Philip  Baker. f 

*  New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register,  57:  297-300. 
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Children : 

i.  Elizabeth,  bapt.  at  Westmill  (as  were  her  younger  brothers  and 

sister),  Jan.  13,  1593(4);  m.  May  1,  1617,  Francis  Wimant.  Not 
mentioned  in  her  father’s  will,  she  had  been  buried  in  Westmill 
June  22,  1630.  When  her  husband  made  his  will  in  1658  he  had  an¬ 
other  wife,  Jane. 

Francis  Wyman  was  a  husbandman  of  Westmill.  In  his  will,  made 
Sept.  15,  1658,  and  proved  Feb.  14,  1658(9),  he  mentions  his  wife 
Jane;  his  two  sons  Francis  Wyman  and  John  Wyman  “which  are 
beyond  sea”  to  whom  he  bequeathed  £10  apiece  “if  they  be  in 
want  and  come  over  to  demand  the  same”;  his  sister  Susan  Huitt, 
widow;  his  son  Thomas  Wyman  to  whom  he  left  all  his  buildings, 
lands  and  appurtenances.  Executor  and  residuary  legatee:  his  son 
Thomas.* 

The  two  boys,  Francis  and  John  Wyman,  were  tanners  in 
Charlestown  and  Woburn,  Massachusetts. 

ii.  John,  bapt.  Nov.  7,  1596;  living  in  1630/1. 

iii.  James,  bapt.  April  6,  1600;  living  in  1630/1. 

iv.  Samuel,  bapt.  Dec.  22,  1602;  m.  Joanna  Thake  at  Much  Hormead, 

co.  Hertford,  in  1622.  He  and  his  brother  Thomas  followed  their 
brother  Ezekiel  to  Massachusetts  Bay  where  they  had  arrived  by 
1635/6.  Both  were  on  a  Charlestown  committee  July  1,  1636.  Grant¬ 
ed  a  house-plot  in  1637,  he  was  admitted  to  the  church  Feb.  18, 
1637/8,  and  took  the  Freeman’s  oath  May  2,  1638.  In  1640  with  his 
brothers  and  four  others  he  was  a  member  of  a  committee  to  lay 
out  the  town  which  became  Woburn  but  which  was  then  within 
the  bounds  of  Charlestown.  They  were  all  original  members  of 
the  new  church  “gathered”  in  1642.  A  selectman  of  Woburn  1644- 
1646,  1649-1651,  he  paid  the  highest  town  tax  in  1645.  He  died  in¬ 
testate  March  23,  1657/8,  and  administration  was  granted  to  his 
widow  Joanna  and  his  eldest  son  John.  His  nephew,  Lieut.  John 
Wyman,  was  appointed  guardian  of  his  sons  John  and  Joseph  on 
June  25,  1658. 

Joanna  Richardson,  who  had  joined  the  Charlestown  church 
Sept.  9,  1639,  made  her  will  June  20,  1666.  She  left  her  real  proper¬ 
ty  to  her  eldest  son  John  and  her  other  sons  Joseph,  Samuel  and 
Stephen,  her  clothing  to  her  daughter  Elizabeth,  and  also  men¬ 
tioned  her  daughter  Mary  Mousall. 

Children : 

1.  Samuel,  bapt.  in  Westmill  July  3,  1633;  d.  young. 

2.  Elizabeth,  bapt.  in  Westmill  May  22,  1635;  living  (or  a 

younger  daughter  of  the  same  name)  in  1666,  pos¬ 
sibly  married  although  her  mother  used  her  first  name 
only  in  her  will. 

3.  Mary,  bapt.  in  Charlestown  Feb.  25,  1637/8;  m.  Thomas 

Mousall. 

4.  John,  bapt.  in  Charlestown  Nov.  12,  1639;  m.  (1)  Oct. 

22,  1658,  Elizabeth  Bacon;  m.  (2)  at  Cambridge  Oct. 
28,  1672,  Mary  Pierson  (Woburn  record) ;  m.  (3) 
June  25,  1689,  Mary  Willing.  A  soldier  in  King  Phil¬ 
ip’s  war,  he  d.  Jan.  1,  1696/7. 

5.  Hannah,  b.  in  Woburn  March  8,  1641/2;  d.  April  8, 

1642. 

6.  Joseph,  b.  in  Woburn  July  27,  1643;  m.  Nov.  5,  1666, 

Hannah  Green.  A  soldier  in  the  attack  on  the  Narra- 


*  New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register,  43:  156. 
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gansett  fort  in  the  Great  Swamp  fight  in  1675,  he  d. 
March  5,  1717/8. 

7.  Samuel,  b.  in  Woburn  May  22,  1646;  m.  (1)  Martha 

- ;  m.  (2)  Sept.  20,  1674,  Hannah  Kingsley  who 

with  her  baby  was  killed  by  Indians  April  10,  1676; 
m.  (3)  Nov.  7,  1676,  Phebe  Baldwin,  his  cousin;  m. 
(4)  Sept.  8,  1680,  Sarah  Hayward;  d.  April  29,  1712. 

8.  Stephen,  b.  in  Woburn  Aug.  15,  1649;  m.  in  Billerica 

Jan.  2,  1674/5,  Abigail  Wyman  daughter  of  his  cous- 
>  in  Francis  Wyman;  he  d.  March  22,  1717/8,  and  she 

d.  Sept.  17,  1720,  aged  60. 

9.  Thomas,  b.  in  Woburn  Dec.  31,  1651;  d.  Sept.  27,  1657. 

2.  v.  Ezekiel,  b.  probably  c.  1604.  There  is  no  baptismal  record  of  this 
son  in  the  Westmill  register  and  he  may  have  been  baptized  in  his 
father’s  parish  of  Standon.  There  is  no  doubt  that  Thomas  Rich¬ 
ardson  was  his  father,  however,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  he  was 
not  mentioned  in  Thomas’s  will.  In  Massachusetts  Bay,  first  at 
Charlestown  and  later  at  Woburn,  Ezekiel,  Samuel  and  Thomas 
Richardson,  and  Francis  and  John  Wyman,  sons  of  the  senior 
Thomas  Richardson’s  daughter  Elizabeth,  were  living  as  close 
neighbors  in  the  1630-1640  decade,  and  Ezekiel  in  his  will  specifi¬ 
cally  calls  Samuel  and  Thomas  his  brothers.  It  is  probable  that 
Thomas,  the  father,  gave  Ezekiel  his  share  of  his  estate  to  help 
pay  for  the  passage  to  New  England  in  1630. 

vi.  Margaret,  bapt.  April  19,  1607 ;  not  in  her  father’s  will. 

vii.  Thomas,  bapt.  July  3,  1608;  m.  Mary - in  England,  her  admis¬ 

sion  to  the  Charlestown  church  Feb.  21,  1635/6,  being  the  earliest 
record  of  Thomas’s  family  in  Massachusetts  Bay.  He  joined  the 
church  Feb.  18,  1637/8,  and  took  the  Freeman’s  oath  May  2,  1638. 
Like  his  brothers  he  took  part  in  the  foundation  of  the  town  and 
church  in  Woburn,  where  he  d.  intestate  Aug.  28,  1651,  his  per¬ 
sonalty  valued  at  £133  and  his  real  estate  at  £80.  The  widow 
Mary  m.  Michael  Bacon,  Sr.,  Oct.  26,  1655,  and  d.  May  19,  1670. 

Children : 

1.  Mary,  bapt.  in  Charlestown  Nov.  17,  1638;  m.  May  15, 

1655,  John  Baldwin. 

2.  Sarah,  bapt.  in  Charlestown  Nov.  22,  1640;  m.  March 

22,  1660,  Michael  Bacon,  Jr. 

3.  Isaac ,  b.  May  14,  1643,  in  Woburn  (as  were  the  younger 

children)  ;  m.  June  19,  1667,  Deborah  Fuller;  d.  April 
2,  1689;  the  widow  m. - Shaw. 

4.  Thomas,  b.  Oct.  4,  1645;  m.  (1)  in  Cambridge  Jan.  5, 

1669/70,  Mary  Stimpson;  m.  (2)  in  Billerica  Dec. 
29,  1690,  Sarah,  widow  of  Thomas  Patten;  d.  in  Bil¬ 
lerica  Feb.  25,  1709/10. 

5.  Ruth,  b.  April  14,  1647 ;  possibly  m.  Thomas  Fuller.* 

6.  Phebe,  b.  Jan.  24,  1648/9. 

7.  Nathaniel,  b.  Jan.  2,  1650/1;  m.  Mary  -  who  d. 

Dec.  22,  1719.  He  was  wounded  in  the  Great  Swamp 
Fight  in  King  Philip's  war  Dec.  19,  1675.  He  d.  Dec. 
4,  1714. 

2.  Ezekiel,2  Richardson  {Thomas1) .  As  lie  had  no  children 
baptized  in  Westmill,  his  English  home,  and  as  all  his  known  chil- 


*  Ibid.,  17:  301. 
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dren  were  born  in  New  England  from  1632  to  1643,  it  seems 
highly  probable  that  he  married  just  before  leaving  England  or 
immediately  upon  his  arrival  in  Massachusetts  Bay  in  1630.  If 
he  were  the  oldest  child  of  his  parents  we  should  have  to  place 
his  birth  in  1591,  making  him  thirty-nine  when  he  emigrated, 
but  between  his  brother  Samuel  and  his  sister  Margaret,  bap¬ 
tized  in  1602  and  1607  respectively,  there  is  an  adequate  space 
for  another  child  and  it  is  probable  that  that  is  where  Ezekiel 
belongs.  If  born  in  1604  he  would  have  been  twenty-six  when 
he  arrived  in  New  England — a  more  usual  age. 

Richardson  was  undoubtedly  a  passenger  on  one  of  the  ships 
in  the  Winthrop  fleet  which  left  England  in  the  spring  of  1630. 
Eleven  of  the  vessels  had  arrived  by  July  6  of  that  year,  and 
most  of  the  voyagers  settled  with  their  governor  at  Charlestown 
at  the  head  of  Boston  harbor,  where  Ezekiel  Richardson  and 
Susanna  his  wrife  became  members  of  the  First  Church  on  August 
27,  1630.  It  was  not  long  before  Winthrop,  and  the  church  with 
him,  moved  to  the  neighboring  peninsula  which  became  Boston. 
The  Richardsons  remained  in  Charlestown,  however,  and  were 
dismissed  with  others  to  form  a  new  Charlestown  church  on  Oc¬ 
tober  14,  1632. 

On  April  1,  1633,  Ezekiel  was  appointed  constable  of  “Charl¬ 
ton”  by  the  General  Court  “for  the  year  next  ensuing  &  till  a 
new  be  chosen,”  and  in  1635  he  was  himself  a  deputy  from 
Charlestown  to  the  Court,  which  met  in  New  Town  [Cambridge]. 
He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  town’s  first  board  of  selectmen  on 
February  10,  1634/5,  and  served  also  in  1637,  1638  and  1639. 
On  September  19,  1637,  he  was  on  a  “Jury  of  Life  and  Death” 
when  three  persons  were  found  guilty  of  adultery,  one  of  murder, 
and  one  acquitted  on  the  charge  of  murder.* 

When  the  controversy  between  the  governmental  and  religious 
powers  and  Mrs.  Hutchinson  and  Mr.  John  Wheelwright  was  at 
its  height,  Richardson  was  one  of  eighty  who  signed  a  remon¬ 
strance  in  Wheelwright’s  favor  which  was  presented  to  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Court  on  March  9,  1636/7.  The  signers  were  hotly  accused 
of  sedition,  but  the  great  majority  maintained  their  position 
and  were  ordered  disarmed.  Richardson  was  one  of  eight  men, 
however,  his  name  leading  the  list,  who  on  November  15,  1637, 
acknowledged  their  sin  in  signing  the  remonstrance  and  the 
General  Court  “yelded  them  that  their  hands  should  be  crossed 
out.”  They  were  not  disarmed.  Whether  their  action  was  one  of 

*  Records  of  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  Boston,  1853,  I:  104, 
156,  203. 
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courage  in  admitting  error  or  of  cowardice  in  failing  to  main¬ 
tain  conviction  is  an  unanswerable  question.* 

Richardson’s  brothers  Samuel  and  Thomas  joined  him  in 
Charlestown  by  1635/6,  and  in  1637  all  three  had  grants  of  land 
on  “Misticke  side”  [Malden].  Ezekiel  was  on  a  committee  to 
value  the  town  for  tax  purposes  in  1610. 

In  May,  1610,  Charlestown  petitioned  the  General  Court  for 
an  enlargement  of  its  territory  and  in  reply  the  Court  granted 
four  square  miles.  On  May  15  Ezekiel  Richardson  was  one  of 
those  sent  by  the  town  to  explore  the  grant  and  determine  its 
boundaries,  and,  this  having  been  done,  the  church  of  Charles¬ 
town  chose,  on  November  5,  seven  men,  including  the  three  Rich¬ 
ardson  brothers,  to  act  as  a  commission  for  the  erection  of  a 
church  and  the  organization  of  a  new  town  upon  this  land. 
Building  began  in  1611  and  the  territory  was  incorporated  as 
Woburn  in  September,  1612.  The  three  brothers  settled  there  on 
adjoining  farms,  known  as  Richardson  Row,  now  in  the  later 
town  of  Winchester. 

Ezekiel  sat  on  the  original  board  of  selectmen  of  Woburn  in 
1611  and  continued  in  that  office  in  1615,  1616  and  1617.  He 
was  a  deacon  of  the  church  until  his  death.  On  May  10,  1613,  he 
was  named  Commissioner  to  End  Small  Causes,  or  local  justice, 
by  the  General  Court  and  also  was  appointed  to  a  joint  commit¬ 
tee  of  Cambridge  and  Woburn  men  to  lay  out  a  road  between  the 
two  communities.  He  died  in  Woburn  October  21,  1617. 

The  will  of  Ezekiel  Richardson  of  Woebourne  was  made  July 
20, 1617,  and  proved  June  1,  1618.  He  appointed  his  wife  Susan¬ 
na  and  his  son  Theophilus  joint  executors.  To  his  son  Josias, 
£30  to  be  paid  in  money,  cattle  or  corn  when  he  shall  accomplish 
one  and  twenty  years  of  age.  To  his  son  James,  a  legacy  identi¬ 
cal  with  that  of  Josias.  To  his  daughter  Phebe,  an  identical  lega¬ 
cy  except  that  payment  may  be  made  “within  six  months  after 
the  day  of  her  marriage”  if  that  should  occur  before  her  majori- 
tv.  In  case  anv  of  these  three  children  should  die  before  the  lega- 
cies  were  payable,  his  or  her  legacy  was  to  go  to  the  survivors. 
If  Theophilus  should  die  before  coming  of  age,  his  portion  was 
to  be  equally  divided  among  the  other  children.  “I  doe  f relie 
fforgive  and  discharge  whatsoever  accounts  and  demands  have 
been  between  my  brother  Samuel  Richardson  and  myself.”  To 
his  brother  Thomas  Richardson  his  son  Thomas,  10s.  to  be  paid 
one  year  after  his  [the  testator’s]  decease.  Overseers:  Edward 

*  Ibid.,  1 :  209. 
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Converse,  John  Mousall  of  Woebourne,  and,  in  case  either  shall 
die  before  the  accomplishment  of  the  will,  the  survivor,  with  the 
consent  of  Thomas  Carter,  Pastor  of  the  church  of  Woebourne, 
shall  have  power  to  choose  another  overseer.  Debts  and  funeral 
expenses  having  been  paid,  the  residue  was  given  and  bequeathed 
to  the  executors  “provided  that  mj  wife  may  peceably  in  joy  her 
habitation  in  the  house  soe  long  as  she  shall  live.”  Witnesses : 
Thomas  Carter  scribe,  Edward  Convars,  John  Mousall.  The  in¬ 
ventory,  taken  November  18,  1647,  was  in  a  total  of  £190. 

The  widow  Susanna  Richardson  married  Henry  Brooks  of 
Woburn.  On  March  23,  1655,  she  “Susanna  Richardson  (now 
Brooks)  widow  of  Ezekiel  Richardson”  quitclaimed  35  acres  in 
Charlestown  to  Thomas  Moulton  and  John  Greenland.  On  March 
27,  1657,  Samuel  Richardson,  brother  of  Ezekiel  Richardson, 
deceased,  quitclaimed  40  acres  in  Woburn  to  his  sister  Susanna 
Richardson,  now  Brooks,  for  her  life  with  a  remainder  to  his 
cousin  Theophilus  Richardson.  Henry  and  Susanna  Brooks  re¬ 
signed  half  of  Ezekiel  Richardson’s  house  and  lands  to  Theophi¬ 
lus  on  December  13,  1659.*  Susanna  Brooks  died  on  September 
15,  1681,  and  Henry  Brooks  on  April  12,  1683. 

Children : 

i.  Phebe,  bapt.  in  Boston  June  3,  1632;  m.  in  Woburn  Nov.  1,  1649, 

Henry  Baldwin  who  d.  Feb.  14,  1697/8;  she  d.  Sept.  13,  17l 6. 

ii.  Theophelus,  bapt.  in  Charlestown  Dec.  22,  1633;  m.  May  2,  1654, 

Mary  Champney,  who  m.  secondly  Feb.  25,  1683/4,  John  Brooks; 
d.  Dec.  28,  1674;  she  d.  Aug.  28,  1704.  He  lived  in  Woburn  where 
his  estate  was  valued  on  April  3,  1675,  at  £559. 

Children,  born  in  Woburn: 

1.  Ezekiel,  b.  Oct.  28,  1655;  m.  in  Cambridge  July  27,  1687, 

Elizabeth  Swan;  d.  March  13,  1733/4. 

2.  Mary,  b.  Jan.  15,  1657/8;  m.  (1)  June  24,  1681,  Joseph 

Peirce;  m.  (2)  Daniel  Hudson. 

3.  Sarah,  b.  April  23,  1660. 

4.  Abigail,  b.  Oct.  21,  1662;  m.  June  30,  1681,  John  Bate¬ 

man. 

5.  Hannah,  b.  April  6,  1665;  m.  March  28,  1706,  Thomas 

Frost  of  Billerica,  who  was  born  in  1667,  as  his  sec¬ 
ond  wife;  d.  May  19,  1708,  one  month  after  the  birth 

of  a  son. 

6.  John,  b.  Jan.  16,  1667/8;  m.  (1)  by  1690  Deborah 

Brooks;  m.  (2)  at  Cambridge  Feb.  22,  1704/5,  Lydia 

Pratt;  d.  Oct.  29,  1749. 

7.  Hester,  b.  June  25,  1670. 

8.  Ruth,  b.  Aug.  31,  1673;  m.  Jan.  20,  1703/4,  William  Rus¬ 

sell  of  Salem  Village. 

3.  iii.  Josiah,  bapt.  at  Charlestown  Nov.  7,  1635. 

iv.  John,  bapt.  at  Charlestown  July  21,  1638;  d.  Jan.  7,  1642/3. 


*  Middlesex  Deeds,  II:  36,  72,  154. 
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v.  JoxATHAy,  bapt.  at  Charlestown  Feb.  15,  1639/40;  d.  young. 

vi.  James,  bapt.  at  Charlestown  July  11,  1641;  m.  in  Chelmsford  Nov. 

28,  1660,  Bridget  Henchman.*  He  was  in  charge  of  the  Christian 
Indians  of  the  Wamesit  tribe  at  Chelmsford.  A  lieutenant  in  the 
local  train-band,  he  saw  service  from  the  beginning  of  King  Phil¬ 
ip’s  war  and  was  killed  June  29,  1677,  in  battle  at  Scarborough, 
Maine.  His  widow,  Bridget,  m.  Oct.  8,  1679,  William  Chandler  of 
Andover. 

Children,  born  in  Charlestown : 

1.  Thomas ,  b.  Oct.  26,  1661;  m.  Sept.  28,  1682,  Hannah 

Colburn;  d.  in  Dracut  Feb.  10,  1700. 

2.  James,  b.  Nov.  24,  1663. 

3.  Elizabeth,  b.  Sept.  27,  1665;  m.  Jan.  1,  1681/2,  Andrew 

Allen  of  Andover. 

4.  Ezekiel,  b.  Sept.  3,  1667 ;  m.  Mary  Bunker;  d.  Nov.  27, 

1696,  at  Chelmsford  from  the  effects  of  a  blow  struck 
two  days  before  by  Edward  Spalding;  his  widow, 
Mary,  m.  Feb.  2,  1697/8,  Moses  Barron. 

5.  Phebe,  b.  Jan.  10,  1669/70;  d.  Oct.  8,  1677. 

6.  Ruth,  b.  Feb.  16,  1671/2;  d.  Dec.  6,  1674. 

7.  Bridget,  b.  March  17,  1674(5). 

8.  John ;  living  June  21,  1697,  according  to  a  letter  from 

Major  James  Convers  of  Woburn  to  Hon.  James 
Russell,  Judge  of  Probate,  Middlesex  County,  regard¬ 
ing  his  father’s  estate. 

vii.  Ruth,  b.  in  Woburn  Aug.  23,  d.  Sept.  7,  1643. 

3.  Capt.  Josiah3  Richardson  ( Ezekiel 2,  Thomas1)  was  bap¬ 
tized  in  Charlestown  on  November  7,  1635.  He  was  married  by 
Capt.  Simon  Willard  in  Concord  on  June  6,  1659,  to  Remem¬ 
brance  Underwood.  His  gravestone  in  Chelmsford  is  inscribed 
“Here  Lyes  ye  Body  of  Capt  Josias  Richardson  Aged  61  Years 
Died  the  22  of  July  1695,”  but  the  inventory  of  his  estate  says 
June  22.  Mrs.  Remembrance  Richardson,  wife  of  Capt.  Josiah 
Richardson,  died  February  20,  1718/9,  aged  79  years. 

Shortly  before  his  marriage  Richardson  settled  in  Chelms¬ 
ford  where  the  Underwoods  lived,  and  he  was  soon  serving  in  the 
minor  town  offices.  On  May  17,  1658,  he  signed  a  petition  to  the 
General  Court  asking  that  the  inhabitants  of  “this  Remoat 
Corner  of  the  wildenes”  be  allowed  to  trade  with  the  Indians.  He 
was  named,  in  1662/3,  to  represent  Chelmsford  on  a  joint  com¬ 
mittee  of  Groton  and  Chelmsford  men  to  lay  out  a  highway  be¬ 
tween  the  two  towns. 

Elected  constable  in  1667,  he  became  a  selectman  in  1668  and 
was  elected  again  in  1673,  in  1677  and  every  year  thereafter, 
except  1684,  through  1689,  and  finally  in  1693.  In  1669,  with 
Capt.  Thomas  Henchman  and  William  Fletcher,  Josiah  erected 

*  It  was  probably  bis  youth  (lft)  at  marriage  that  led  Judge  Savage  to  think  that 
he  was  a  brother  of  Ezekiel  instead  of  a  son. 
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a  sawmill,  the  town  granting  them  a  tract  of  land  and  giving 
them  liberty  to  cut  suitable  timber  on  the  town  commons. 

John  Fiske,  the  Chelmsford  parson,  certified  on  March  9, 
1673/4,  that  Josiah  Richardson  had  “approved  himself  unto  our 
church”  and  desired  to  take  the  Freeman’s  Oath,  which  he  did  on 
March  11,  1673/4.  He  purchased  gunpowder  for  3s.  from  the 
town  in  the  fall  of  1674  before  the  outbreak  of  King  Philip’s 
war,  but  he  does  not  seem  to  have  taken  an  active  part  in  the 
conflict  although  he  was  a  sergeant  in  the  local  militia  company. 
After  hostilities  ended  he  was  one  of  the  committee  to  seat  the 
people  of  Chelmsford  in  their  meetinghouse  in  1678. 

On  February  24,  1679(80),  the  freemen  of  Chelmsford  chose 
Richardson  to  attend  the  adjournment  of  the  County  Court  at 
Cambridge  on  the  last  Wednesday  of  March  and  carry  with  him 
answers  to  questions  propounded  by  “Honored  Thomas  Dan- 
forth”  dated  December  30,  1679: 

1.  The  number  of  males  and  estates  in  Chelmsford  are,  as  in  the 
county  rate  given  in  the  year  1679 — 12.  9.  7  * 

2.  That  we  pay  to  our  minister,  in  money  £20,  and  in  corn  and 
flesh  £60,  and  30  cords  of  wood,  in  all  £86. 

3.  That  we  have  no  Grammar  School  but  several  schooldames 
for  English  and  Mr.  John  Fiske  for  writing. 

4.  That  we  have  chosen  6  Tythingmen. 

5.  Number  of  families,  59. 

There  had  been  a  small  tribe  of  Christian  Indians,  the  Wame- 
sits,  living  on  the  northern  bounds  of  Chelmsford  from  early 
times,  and  at  this  period  under  the  guardianship  of  Lieut.  James 
Richardson,  Josiah’s  brother.  During  King  Philip’s  war  many 
of  them  served  under  the  lieutenant,  but,  when  his  barn  was 
burned  by  some  hostile  Indians  in  his  absence,  the  rougher  ele¬ 
ment  in  the  town  turned  upon  the  peaceful  Wamesits  and  killed 
and  wounded  some  women  and  children  with  the  result  that  the 
tribe  was  dispersed  and  only  a  few  ever  returned.  On  February 
2,  1685,  Captain  Henchman,  Mr.  John  Fiske  and  Sergt.  Josiah 
Richardson  were  a  committee  to  treat  with  the  Indians  and  the 
General  Court  “about  Wamasecke  Neck  of  land  in  way  of  pur¬ 
chasing  the  same.”  The}7  were  successful  and  Josiah  Richardson 
and  his  son  Josiah  were  among  the  grantees.  On  January  19, 
1688/9,  some  of  the  remaining  Indians,  “for  the  love  they  bore 
to”  the  sergeant,  conveyed  to  him  a  parcel  of  land  where  the 

*  This  answer  does  not  seem  responsive  to  Danforth’s  question.  The  figures  (£) 
12:  9:  7  probably  represent  the  rate  or  tax. 
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Concord  river  flows  into  the  Merrimac,  where  now  stands  the  city 
of  Lowell.* 

Richardson  represented  Chelmsford  in  the  General  Court  in 
1688  and  1689.  On  June  20,  1689,  was  recorded  “Thees  to  serti- 
fi :  the  Honored  Council  in  Boston  that  Sergent  josiah  Richard¬ 
son  was  Legalli  chosen  Captaine  ...  by  ye  Towne  of  Chelms¬ 
ford.”  He  was  elected  town  clerk  in  169i,  1692,  1693  and  1694, 
for  which  he  was  paid  £1  a  year.  He  also  received  £10  “for  his 
service  done”  between  1689  and  1692,  which  possibly  included 
attendance  at  the  Court. 

When  Indian  war  again  broke  out  Chelmsford  made  “a  last 
division”  of  powder,  shot  and  flints,  and  on  November  30,  1691, 
Captain  Richardson  received  two  pounds  of  powTder  and  three 
pounds  of  shot.  At  his  garrison  in  Chelmsford  on  March  16, 
1691/2,  the  captain  had  with  him  John  Spauldin,  Josiah  Rich¬ 
ardson,  his  son,  and  Thomas  Scotborn  and  their  families,  the 
men  numbering  eleven. 

Captain  Richardson  died  intestate  and  his  widow,  Remem¬ 
brance,  wras  appointed  to  administer  his  estate  on  March  12, 
1695/6,  her  sureties  being  the  eldest  son  Josiah  Richardson, 
William  Fletcher  and  Jonathan  Richardson,  all  of  Chelmsford. 
The  inventory,  made  by  John  Spaulding,  senior,  Nathaniel  But- 
erfield,  senior,  and  Eliazer  Browm,  senior,  was  presented  on  Sep¬ 
tember  4,  1695,  in  the  amount  of  £697 :  05:  6.  The  “homstall,” 
consisting  of  forty-five  acres  of  land,  buildings,  orchard  and 
fences,  was  valued  at  £100,  and  there  w7ere  other  parcels  of  land 
at  “newrfeeld,”  Stony  brook,  Flagv  meadow,  Tadnek,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Concord  river  and  at  the  sawrmill.  Sixty-nine  acres 
of  land  and  three  houses,  their  location  not  given,  but  probably 
built  by  the  captain  for  his  sons,  were  worth  £80.  “Severall  per- 
suns  owred  him  £99 :  15 :  0.”  Except  for  a  bed  and  a  cupboard,  no 
furniture  is  listed  but  chairs,  stools  and  tables  may  have  been 
included  in  “several  other  things”  and  “sum  other  tilings.”  He 
had  “yarn  Redy  for  weaving”  worth  £11:3:0,  and  “New  Cloth 
Redy  fuld”  worth  £8:10:0.  Cattle,  sheep  and  swrine  came  to  £80 
and  there  wTas  a  good  supply  of  hops,  wheat,  rye  and  Indian  corn. 

On  March  12,  1696,  the  widow  and  children  entered  an  agree¬ 
ment  for  the  division  of  the  estate.  She  w  as  to  have  the  liberty  of 
dwelling  in  the  wrest  end  of  the  house  and  the  improvement  of  the 
orchard  and  arable  land  that  wras  enclosed  on  the  north  side  of 
the  house,  also  one-third  of  the  hops  on  “that  parcell  of  land 
nowr  Improved  for  said  fruite”  and  pasturage  for  a  horse  and  a 


*  Middlesex  Deeds.  XII :  204. 
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calf.  Also  her  four  sons  bound  themselves  to  till  for  her  four 
acres  of  good  land  and  to  sow  for  her  a  peck  of  wheat  and  a 
peck  of  flax,  to  bring  to  her  eight  loads  of  good  hay  “and  the 
several  fruites  produced  on  land  aforesaid.”  She  was  to  have 
one-third  of  the  movables  except  certain  stock  and  tools  which 
were  assigned  to  Samuel  Richardson,  the  youngest  son.  “The 
four  sons  of  said  Captain  Richardson,  namely  Josiah,  Jonathan, 
John  and  Samuell,”  then  divided  the  upland  and  meadows,  while 
Sergt.  William  Fletcher,  Thomas  Colburne  and  Hennery  Far- 
well,  the  husbands  of  the  three  daughters  (Sara,  Mary  and 
Susanna)  shared  two-thirds  of  the  movable  estate.* 

Children,  born  in  Chelmsford: 

i.  Sarah,  b.  March  25,  1659/60;  m.  Sept.  19,  1677,  Lieut.  William 

Fletcher;  d.  at  Tyngsborough  Jan.  30,  1748. 

ii.  Mary,  b.  April  14,  1662;  m.  Sept.  17,  1681,  Thomas  Colburn. 

4.  iii.  Josiah,  b.  May  18,  1665. 

iv.  Jonathan,  b.  Oct.  8,  1667;  m.  (1)  Nov.  8,  1692,  Elizabeth  Bates; 

m.  (2)  May  18,  1724,  widow  Elizabeth  Howard  of  Newton;  d. 

Feb.  21,  1753.  Will,  Sept.  12,  1750-April  9,  1753.  Inventory  £744: 

17:  0  in  “lawful  money.” 

Children,  born  in  Chelmsford: 

1.  Jonathan ,  b.  Dec.  28,  1693. 

2.  Elizabeth,  b.  Oct.  19,  1696;  m.  Edward  Colburn  of  Dra- 

cut. 

3.  Mary,  b.  June  26,  1699;  m.,  int.  June  30,  1716,  Samuel 

Colburn  of  Dracut. 

4.  Lydia,  b.  July  14,  1702;  m.,  int.  Jan.  1,  1720/1,  Rev. 

Thomas  Parker,  Harvard  1718,  the  first  minister  of 

Dracut,  who  was  executor  of  her  father’s  will. 

5.  Olive,  b.  June  29,  1706;  m.  John  Colburn. 

6.  Thankful,  b.  Aug.  16,  1709;  m.,  int.  Feb.  25,  1732/3, 

Ezra  Colburn  of  Dracut. 

7.  Lucy,  b.  April  6,  1712;  m.  John  Sprague  of  Charlestown. 

8.  Sarah,  b.  171- ;  m.,  int.  Oct.  7,  1739,  William  Peirce  of 

Groton. 

v.  John,  b.  Feb.  14,  1669/70;  m.  Jan.  31,  1693/4,  Elizabeth  Farwell 

who  d.  May  9,  1722;  d.  Sept.  13,  1746,  aged  76. 

Children,  born  in  Chelmsford: 

1.  Elizabeth,  b.  March  12,  1694/5. 

2.  Sarah,  b.  Aug.  5,  1696. 

3.  Phebe,  b.  March  9,  1700. 

4.  Hannah,  b.  March  18,  1702/3. 

5.  Mary,  b.  July  11,  1705. 

6.  John,  b.  Nov.  16,  1711;  m.,  int.  Dec.  15,  1733,  Esther 

Pearce;  d.  Aug.  28,  1764,  in  Chelmsford. 

7.  Henry,  b.  Sept.  19,  1714. 

vi.  Samuel,  b.  Feb.  21,  1672/3;  m.  Jan.  27,  1702/3,  Rachel  Howard  who 

d.  Feb.  26,  1727;  d.  April  23,  1754,  aged  81. 


*  Middlesex  Probate,  No.  19014. 
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Children,  born  in  Chelmsford : 

1.  Rachel ,  b.  April  14,  1704. 

2.  Sarah,  b.  June  16,  1706. 

3.  Samuel,  b.  April  17,  1709;  d.  Feb.  18,  1727. 

4.  Susanna,  b.  Dec.  15,  1712. 

5.  Eleazer,  b.  Oct.  9,  1718;  m.  Lydia  Perham,  March  30, 

1748. 

vii.  Susanna,  b.  about  1676;  m.  Jan.  23,  1695/6,  Henry  Farwell. 

viii.  Remembrance,  b.  April  29,  1684;  d.  before  1696. 

4.  Lieut.  Josiah4  Richardson  ( Josiah 3,  Ezekiel2,  Thom¬ 
as1)  was  born  in  Chelmsford  on  May  18,  1665.  He  married  on 
December  14,  1687,  Mercy  Parris  of  Dunstable.  He  died  Sep¬ 
tember  17, 1711,  aged  47.  His  widow,  Mercy,  died  April  25, 1743. 

He  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  county  militia  and  this  title  was 
given  him  when  he  was  elected  selectman  of  Chelmsford  in  1692, 
differentiating  him  from  his  father  who  was  still  active  in  town 
affairs.  He  was  elected  again  in  1695.  He  saw  military  action  in 
Queen  Anne’s  war  in  1702  and  was  for  this  service  one  of  the 
grantees  from  the  General  Court  of  lands  in  Tyngstown,  then  in 
Massachusetts.  When  this  territory  was,  in  a  boundary  decision, 
made  a  part  of  New  Hampshire  (it  is  now  the  site  of  the  city  of 
Manchester),  the  General  Court  substituted  for  it  the  township 
of  Wilton,  now  in  Maine. 

Mercy  Richardson,  widow  of  the  late  Josiah  Richardson  of 
Chelmsford,  was  appointed  to  administer  his  estate  on  Novem¬ 
ber  21,  1711,  her  bondsmen  being  Jonathan  Richardson  and 
John  Wright.  An  inventory  stating  that  Lieutenant  Richard¬ 
son  had  died  on  September  17,  had  been  taken  three  days  after¬ 
ward  by  Moses  Barron,  Jonathan  Richardson  and  John  Rich¬ 
ardson.  The  homestead  was  valued  at  £150:  10:  6,  and  there 
were  several  other  parcels  of  land  and  meadow,  at  Stoney  Brook 
(£50:  10:  0),  at  Wamesit  Neck  (£30),  etc.  His  share  in  the 
sawmill  and  the  land  there  was  worth  £26 :  11 :  0.  The  contents  of 
his  house  were  simple  and  the  barns  had  a  good  stock  of  animals, 
horses,  cattle  and  swine.  The  family  orchard  had  been  produc¬ 
tive  as  “ten  Barills  of  Cyder”  testify.  On  November  14,  1712, 
Mercy  Richardson  presented  her  account,  showing  the  value  of 
the  estate  to  have  been  £514:  4:  0,  and  payments  of  £78:  2:  7 
which  she  had  made  were  allowed.  The  bill  of  Dr.  Roger  Tooth- 
aker  was  £2  and  that  of  Dr.  Jonathan  Prescot  £5:  5:  0.  Ben¬ 
jamin  Fitch  had  supplied  gloves  for  the  funeral  worth  £2.  Fran¬ 
cis  Foxcroft,  the  Judge  of  Probate,  made  a  note  on  a  separate 
sheet  that  “Mr  Hildreth  the  Hush'1  of  Mercy  p  ah*  20'1  before 
the  father  dyed  for  wh  he  has  released  his  right  in  belmlfe  of  his 
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wife  Mercy  in  the  fathers  estate  both  in  lands  &  moveables  & 
must  be  taken  off  this  acco*  &  must  be  left  out  upon  the  dividend 
of  this  estate,  but  the  release  must  be  lodged  in  this  office  first.” 
Judge  Foxcroft  ordered  the  widow’s  dower  of  one-third  of  the 
estate  set  off  on  November  17,  and  directed  that  the  other  two- 
thirds  be  carefully  valued  as  he  had  granted  the  request  of  the 
eldest  son,  J osiah  Richardson,  to  which  the  widow  and  the  guard¬ 
ians  of  the  minor  children  had  consented,  that  Josiah  should  buy 
the  said  two-thirds.  Josiah  entered  a  bond  for  £500,  with  his 
brother-in-law  Ephraim  Hildreth  as  his  surety,  on  July  15, 
1713,  to  pay  “the  several  sums  ordered”  to  his  brothers  Robert, 
Zachariah  and  William  Richardson,  and  his  sisters  Mercy,  the 
wife  of  Ephraim  Hildreth,  and  Hannah  Richardson.* 

Children,  born  in  Chelmsford: 

i.  Mercy,  b.  Jan.  9,  1688/9  or  1689/90;  m.  c.  1707  Ephraim  Hildreth  of 

Dracut.  ( See  Hildreth.) 

ii.  Capt.  Josiah,  b.  May  5,  1691;  m.  (1)  Lydia  -  who  d.  March 

28,  1737;  m.  (2),  int.  April  1,  1738,  Elizabeth  French  of  Dunstable 
who  d.  Dec.  15,  1771;  he  d.  between  Aug.  17,  1773,  and  Dec.  31, 
1776,  the  dates  of  the  making  and  proving  of  his  will.  On  Oct.  17, 
1711,  he  was  admitted  as  an  inhabitant  of  Dracut,  settling  on  a 
large  tract  on  the  Merrimac  river.  He  was  devoted  to  the  public 
service  of  the  town,  serving  as  selectman,  town  clerk  and  treas¬ 
urer,  and  in  1749  he  paid  the  second  highest  tax.  Calling  himself 
gentleman  in  his  will  of  1773,  he  named  two  grandsons,  Uriah 
Coburn  and  Obadiah  Richardson  executors. 

Children,  born  in  Dracut : 

1.  Lydia,  b.  and  d.  Nov.  4,  1713. 

2.  Lydia,  b.  Sept.  27,  1714;  m.,  int.  July  17,  1736,  Thomas 

Cummings  of  Ipswich. 

3.  Hannah,  b.  April  20,  1717 ;+  d.  Feb.  26,  1717/8. 

4.  Josiah,  b.  Dec.  29,  1718;  m.,  int.  Aug.  11,  1753,  Sarah 

Varnum. 

5.  Jonathan,  b.  Dec.  19,  1720;  m.  Dec.  4,  1746,  Lucy  Clark 

of  Chelmsford. 

6.  Ephraim,  b.  Nov.  12,  1722;  m.,  int.  Feb.  23,  1744/5, 

Elizabeth  Richardson. 

7.  Moses,  b.  May  14,  1724;  d.  March  21,  1726. 

8.  Hannah,  b.  Dec.  25,  1725;  m.  (1),  int.  Sept.  12,  1747, 

Joshua  Colburn,  her  father’s  cousin;  m.  (2),  int.  June 

1,  1765,  Elijah  Hildreth,  her  cousin. 

9.  Moses,  b.  June  12,  1728;  m.  (1),  int.  May  16,  1752,  Eliza¬ 

beth  Colburn;  m.  (2)  Jan.  5,  1770,  Esther  Carken. 

10.  Mercy,  b.  Jan.  5,  1729/30;  m.,  int.  Oct.  20,  1753,  Abra¬ 

ham  Colburn,  Jr. 

11.  David,  b.  June  1,  1731;  m.,  int.  Jan.  5,  1754,  Elizabeth 

Colburn,  his  father’s  cousin. 

12.  Samuel,  b.  March  28,  1737 ;  d.  March  28,  1740. 

*  Middlesex  Probate,  No.  19015. 
t  Recorded  again  as  Feb.  20,  1717/8. 
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iii.  Robert,  b.  Oct.  2,  1693;  m.  Deborah - .  He  moved  from  Chelms¬ 

ford  about  1724  to  Litchfield,  N.  H.,  where  in  1725  he  was  captain 
of  a  company  of  snowshoe  men. 

Children,  born  in  Chelmsford  (probably  others)  : 

1.  Phebe,  b.  Feb.  2,  1719. 

2.  Parish  (his  grandmother’s  family  name),  b.  Dec.  18, 

1724;  a  soldier  in  the  expedition  against  Crown  Point 
in  1758. 

iv.  Zachariah,  b.  Feb.  1695/6;  m.  Sarah  Butterfield;  d.  March  22,  1776, 

aged  80;  she  d.  Aug.  11,  1788,  aged  88. 

Children,  born  in  Chelmsford: 

1.  Sarah,  b.  Oct.  13,  1719. 

2.  Zachariah,  b.  Feb.  19,  1721/2;  m.  (1)  Oct.  9,  1753,  Han¬ 

nah  Blodget;  m.  (2)  April  22,  1755,  Sarah  Warren. 

3.  Mercy,  b.  July  15,  1724;  d.  young. 

4.  Bridget,  b.  April  23,  1726;  m.,  int.  Feb.  15,  1745/6, 

Timothy  Fletcher. 

5.  Deborah,  b.  June  1,  1727 ;  m.,  int.  March  7,  1742/3,  Jo¬ 

seph  Farrar. 

6.  Lydia,  b.  May  17,  1729;  m.  May  21,  1761,  Jacob  Cham¬ 

berlain. 

7.  Mercy  (Mary),  b.  Feb.  20,  1730/1;  d.  Jan.  19,  1745/6. 

8.  Josiah,  b.  May  8,  1734;  m.  Dec.  2,  1761,  Lydia  Warren. 

Their  son  Paul,  b.  June  14,  1762,  was  mentioned  in 
the  will  of  his  grandfather  Richardson. 

9.  Rebecca,  b.  Feb.  16,  1735/6. 

10.  Hannah,  b.  173-. 

11.  Lucy,  b.  Nov.  11,  1742;  m.  Feb.  24,  1763,  Peter  Spalding. 

v.  Hanjtah,  b.  Sept.  28,  1698;  living  in  1712. 

vi.  William,  b.  Sept.  19,  1701;  m.  c.  1722  Elizabeth  Colburn.  They  lived 

in  Pelham,  N.  H.,  where  on  April  1,  1776,  he  made  his  will,  pro¬ 
bated  Nov.  7,  1776. 

Children,  born  in  Pelham,  recorded  in  Dracut : 

1.  Elizabeth,  b.  July  27,  1724;  m.,  int.  Nov.  29,  1741,  Capt. 

Joseph  Butterfield,  of  Nottingham. 

2.  Abner;  living  in  1776. 

3.  Mary,  b.  April  18,  1728;  m.  Capt.  Reuben  Butterfield. 

4.  William,  b.  Jan.  1730/1. 

5.  Mercy,  b.  June  17,  1736;  m.  Jacob  Fletcher. 

6.  Asa,  b.  Feb.  23,  1738;  living  in  Pelham  in  1794. 

7.  Sarah,  b.  Feb.  23,  1741/2;  m.  Benjamin  Gage. 

8.  Hannah,  b.  March  8,  1746/7;  m.  (1)  Aug.  4,  1763,  Tim¬ 

othy  Spalding;  m.  (2)  Nov.  12,  1795,  Joseph  Jewett. 

9.  Daniel,  b.  March  1,  1749;  m.  Jan.  26,  1773,  Sarah  Mer¬ 

chant  of  Boston. 


Ill 

UNDERWOOD,  OF  CHELMSFORD 


UNDERWOOD 


William  Underwood,  probably  born  in  England  about  1615, 
is  first  found  in  Massachusetts  in  1639/40  in  Concord  when  his 
eldest  child  was  born.  His  marriage  to  his  wife  Sarah  is  not  re¬ 
corded,  but  it  is  supposed  that  it  took  place  in  New  England 
and  that  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  several  years  before  1639.  He 
and  his  growing  family  remained  in  Concord,  where  he  took  the 
Freeman’s  Oath  on  May  22,  1650,  until  1654  when  they  moved 
inland  to  the  new  settlement  of  Chelmsford,  where  Underwood 
was  present  at  the  first  town  meeting  on  November  22,  1654, 
and  where  William  Underwood  and  “Brother  Underwood’s  wife” 
joined  the  church  on  November  13,  1655.  He  signed  petitions  to 
the  General  Court  to  grant  to  Chelmsford  land  which  would 
give  it  a  three-mile  frontage  on  the  Merrimac  river  in  1656,  and 
to  be  allowed  to  trade  with  the  Indians  in  1658.  His  farm  lay  on 
the  Stony  Brook  path,  near  the  foot  of  Francis  hill. 

At  the  outbreak  of  King  Philip’s  war  in  1675  I^nderwood, 
John  Burge  and  Thomas  Chamberlain  were  a  committee  to  urge 
the  Colony’s  magistrates  to  consider  the  danger  the  town  was 
exposed  to  because  of  the  Wamesit  Indians,  and  because  of  the 
war  he  later  claimed  that  he  had  sustained  a  loss  of  £3  :  16  :  0.  In 
1678  he  was  a  member  of  the  committee  entrusted  with  the  deli¬ 
cate  duty  of  seating  the  people  in  the  meetinghouse,  and  in  1679 
he  and  John  Fiske  laid  out  thirty  acres  of  town  land  for  the  use 
of  the  ministry.  He  served  Chelmsford  as  selectman  in  1654, 
1667,  1669-1682,  a  long  tour  of  duty  which  speaks  well  of  his 
reputation.  When  the  threat  of  renewed  Indian  hostilities  be¬ 
came  immediate  in  Chelmsford  in  1691  William  Underwood  and 
his  family  took  refuge  at  the  garrison  of  Andrew  Spaulding. 

His  first  wife  Sarah  having  died  in  Chelmsford  on  November  5, 
1684,  Underwood  married,  secondly?  on  March  17,  1684/5, 
Anne  Kidder,  widow  of  Ensign  James  Kidder  of  Billerica.  He 
died  August  12,  1697. 

The  will  of  William  Underwood  of  Chelmsford  was  made 
March  14,  1693/4,  and  proved  August  30,  1697.  He  left  to  his 
son  Samuel  the  lands  and  meadows  at  Great  and  Little  Tadmuck 
which  he  had  formerly  given  him,  to  be  his  full  portion  of  the  es¬ 
tate,  but  added  his  best  greatcoat,  a  great  chest  and  the  corn 
owed  him  by  Joshua  Fletcher.  “What  I  promised  to  Ann,  my  be¬ 
loved  wife,  upon  marriage  with  her,  Shall  Stand,”  and  she  shall 
make  her  choice  of  and  improve  those  lands  and  meadows  that 
lie  next  his  barn,  if  she  please,  for  her  proportion.  Also  to  his  wife 
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“for  her  tender  care  of  me  in  my  weak  and  afflicted  condition,” 
a  feather  bed,  a  bolster,  an  iron  kettle  and  a  pair  of  old  oxen, 
his  grandsons  Nathaniel  and  William  Blodgett  to  have  the  im¬ 
provement  of  the  oxen  until  it  may  be  judged  by  discreet  per¬ 
sons  that  it  will  be  convenient  to  turn  them  to  fatting.  To  wife 
Ann,  all  his  barrels.  (Was  he  a  cooper  by  trade?)  To  his  daugh¬ 
ter  Remembrance  Richardson,  the  feather  bed  he  had  in  his 
house  before  he  last  married.  To  his  grandsons  Nathaniel  and 
William  Blodgett,  an  acre  of  land  each.  To  grandson  Edward 
Spalden,  all  the  land  adjoining  his  father’s  land.  To  his  grand¬ 
son  Samuel  Richardson,  cattle  and  corn  equal  to  the  value  of 
the  land  given  to  Edward  Spalden.  To  his  three  grandsons,  Na¬ 
than  Blodgett,  William  Blodgett  and  Joseph  Butterfield,  all 
the  remaining  lands  and  meadows,  Joseph  to  live  with  him  and 
his  wife  until  he  reaches  twenty-one,  but,  after  his  death,  his 
wife  may  free  Joseph  from  the  obligation.  Executors:  his  wife, 
Nathaniel  and  William  Blodgett.  Residue  of  his  estate  to  Na¬ 
thaniel  and  William  Blodgett  and  Joseph  Butterfield.  Witness¬ 
es  :  John  Bates,  Joseph  Peram,  Moses  Keyes.  The  principal  item 
in  the  inventory,  which  was  taken  August  24,  1697,  by  Thomas 
Parker,  John  Peram  and  Solloman  Keyes,  senior,  was  “housing, 
lands,  orchards,  fences,  meadows,”  valued  at  £126.  There  was 
little  else  of  interest  mentioned  and  the  total  value  was  only 
£190 :  08 :  0.* 

Children  born  in  Concord,  baptized  in  Chelmsford: 

i.  Remembrance,  b.  Feb.  27,  1639(40) ;  bapt.  Feb.  1,  1656(7),  at  “about 

15  years”;  m.  at  Chelmsford  June  6,  1659,  Josiah  Richardson.  ( See 
Richardson.) 

ii.  Sarah,  b.  Sept.  25,  1641;  bapt.  Feb.  1,  1656(7),  aged  “about  14 

years”;  m.  at  Chelmsford  March  10,  1669(70),  Daniel  Blodgett 
who  d.  Jan.  28,  1671(2).  She  requested  the  court  that  her  father 
administer  the  estate;  probably  not  living  when  her  father  made 
his  will  in  1693/4. 

iii.  Priscilla,  b.  Feb.  16,  1645(6)  ;  bapt.  Feb.  1,  1656(7),  aged  “about  10 

years”;  m.  at  Chelmsford  July  6,  1663,  Edward  Spalding  who  m. 
secondly  Nov.  22,  1681,  Margaret  Barrett;  he  d.  Jan.  10,  1707/8. 
Representative  to  the  General  Court  in  1691. 

iv.  Aquila,  b.  July  3,  1647,  bapt.  Feb.  1,  1656(7),  aged  “about  8  years”; 

drowned  June  17,  1657. 

v.  Rebecca,  b.  Dec.  25,  16 — ;  d.  April  6,  1650. 

vi.  Deborah,  bapt.  Feb.  1,  1656(7),  aged  “about  4  years”;  m.  in  Chelms¬ 

ford  Dec.  31,  1668,  Nathaniel  Butterfield;  d.  June  25,  1691;  he  was 
living  in  December,  1719,  aged  76,  according  to  the  probate  papers 
of  his  son  Benjamin.  8  children. 

vii.  Samuel,  b.  in  Chelmsford  Feb.  14,  1655(6);  bapt.  Feb.  1,  1656(7), 

aged  “about  1  year.”  He  did  not  duplicate  his  father’s  activities 
at  Chelmsford,  his  only  office  being  that  of  fence-viewer  in  the 


*  Middlesex  Probate,  No.  23192. 
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Stony  Brook  valley  section  of  the  town.  In  the  right  of  his  father 
he  received  grants  of  town  lands  in  1711,  1717  and  1720.  He  and 
his  wife  Sarah,  her  surname  not  known,  are  said  to  have  moved  in 
their  old  age  to  Litchfield,  New  Hampshire,  where  he  died  March 
5,  1734/5,  in  his  85th  year,  an  exaggeration  of  five  years.  The  name 
of  only  one  child  has  been  recovered  with  certainty. 

Child : 

1.  Aquila,  b.  about  1692.  He  lived  in  Westford,  a  town  set 
off  from  Chelmsford  in  1729,  until  1734  when  he 
moved  to  Litchfield  and  on  July  29  was  authorized 
to  call  the  first  town  meeting  when  he  was  elected 
moderator,  town  clerk  and  first  selectman.  He  owned 
a  farm  of  228  acres  in  1737.  He  w^as  dismissed  from 
the  Westford  church  to  that  of  Litchfield  in  1741.  By 
1761  he  had  moved  to  Sandisfield,  Berkshire  County, 
Massachusetts,  where  he  wras  received  into  the  church 
July  26,  and  where  he  died  May  29,  1767,  aged  75. 
His  wife  Margaret  died  there  Aug.  26,  1780,  aged  81. 
Children  Samuel,  Aquila,  Mary,  Hannah,  William, 
Parker  and  Lucy  recorded  in  Westford  1722/3-1731. 
The  son  Aquila,  born  Dec.  6,  1723,  died  Jan.  3, 
1723/4,  according  to  the  Westford  record,  but  Feb. 
14,  1723/4,  according  to  the  Chelmsford  record. 


' 
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PARISH 


Robert  Parish,  the  head  of  this  family,  signed  his  will  Parrish 
while  his  widow,  when  she  signed  her  bond  as  executrix,  wrote 
Parris.  The  clerks  used  both  spellings  on  an  equal  basis. 

Judge  Savage  in  his  Genealogical  Dictionary  of  New  Eng¬ 
land ,  conjectured  that  Robert  Parish,  who  must  have  been  born 
about  1635,  was  a  son  of  that  Thomas  Parish,  clothier,  aged  22, 
who  sailed  from  Southampton  on  the  Increase  in  1635  and  set¬ 
tled  in  Cambridge  where  he  was  a  physician  and  where  three  chil¬ 
dren  by  his  wife  Mary,  Mary,  Thomas  and  Mary  again,  were  re¬ 
corded  in  1638,  1641  and  1643.  Parish  returned  to  England 
“before  1654,”  leaving  as  his  attorney  in  the  Bay  Colony  Thom¬ 
as  Danforth  who  in  a  deed  called  Parish  “of  Nayland,”  a  parish 
in  Suffolk.  Presumably  he  never  came  back  to  New  England  as 
in  1680  Capt.  John  Hull  was  acting  for  the  executors  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Parris  of  London  in  a  lawsuit. 

That  Judge  Savage’s  guess  was  not  justified  is  shown  by  the 
will  of  Thomas  Parrish  of  Nayland,  clothier,  made  December  24, 
1652,  which  left  a  large  landed  estate  in  the  parishes  of  Nay¬ 
land,  Stoke  Nayland  and  Rattlesden  to  his  son  Thomas,  entail¬ 
ing  the  property  on  Thomas’s  son,  also  named  Thomas,  and  his 
descendants.  Two  daughters  of  the  son,  Mary  and  Elizabeth, 
were  also  legatees,  and  he  was  named  executor.*  The  executor 
proved  the  will  on  September  29,  1653,  in  person,  so  it  seems  ob¬ 
vious  that  the  Cambridge  physician  had  gone  home  at  the  time 
of  his  father’s  last  illness  or  death,  and  that  in  1652  he  had  but 
one  son,  Thomas,  although  the  long  entailment  clause  made  pro¬ 
vision  for  a  “second  son.”  As  Robert  Parish,  our  ancestor,  was 
married  before  1663  when  his  son,  also  called  Thomas,  was  born, 
it  is  not  possible  that  he  was  an  unnamed  and  presumably  non¬ 
existent  “second  son”  in  1652. 

Thomas  Parish,  the  son  of  the  Cambridge  doctor  and  grand¬ 
son  of  the  testator  of  1652,  remained  in  New  England  and  grad¬ 
uated  from  Harvard  in  1659.  The  college  records  show  that 
penalties  were  paid  for  him  by  “his  uncle,”  Deputy  Governor 
Thomas  Danforth,  who  had  been  the  doctor’s  attorney.  The 
young  man  then  disappears  from  view  and  it  is  my  opinion  that 
he  went  to  England,  although  this  theory  leaves  hanging  in  air 
that  Mary,  wife  of  Thomas  Parish,  who  died  in  Groton  October 
8,  1674,  aged  23,  and  who  has  been  considered  to  have  been  his 
wife.  She  would  have  been  ten  years  his  junior. 

*  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury.  385  Brent. 
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There  were  other  Parishes  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay  colony  in 
the  seventeenth  century.  John  Paris,  merchant,  of  Charlestown, 
gave  a  power  of  attorney  on  March  3,  1645,  to  Major  Edward 
Gibbons  to  recover  his  wife’s  portion  from  Mr.  William  Barnard 
of  Charlestown,  mortgaged  a  house  in  Barbadoes  and  some  ship¬ 
ping  property  to  John  Allen  of  Charlestown  on  June  4,  1650, 
and  appears  here  no  more.  In  Barbadoes,  on  May  15,  1660,  John 
Parrish,  Esq.,  merchant,  made  his  will,  proved  October  23,  1661, 
leaving  a  handsome  annuity  to  his  wife  Susanna  and  the  bulk  of 
his  property  to  his  brother  Thomas  who  was  in  London  when 
the  will  was  drawn.  He  also  mentions  his  brother  Thomas’s  sons 
John  (the  eldest),  Thomas,  Samuel  and  Martin,  the  last  three 
under  age  and  “Thomas  Martaine  son  of  my  cousin  Thomas 
Martaine  of  this  island.”* 

The  brother  Thomas,  also  Esquire  and  merchant,  made  his 
will  August  21,  1673,  and  it  was  proved  September  2,  1673,  in 
Barbadoes.  The  will  names  his  eldest  son  John  “now  in  Eng¬ 
land,”  John’s  wife  Ann  and  their  four  minor  children,  his  broth¬ 
er-in-law  Mr.  John  Oxenbridge  of  New  England  and  his  wife 
Susanna, f  various  friends  and  finally  his  son  Samuel  who  was  to 
have  all  the  Barbadoes  estate.  Samuel,  said  to  have  been  born  in 
1653+  was  the  notorious  parson  of  Salem  Village  in  1692.§  If 
this  Thomas  Parris  was  the  Thomas  Parris  who  was  an  Assist¬ 
ant  Justice  of  Barbadoes  in  1634,  as  seems  most  likely,  he  and 
his  brother  John  were  certainly  not  sons  of  John  Parrishe  and 
Anne  Martin,  both  aged  22  and  of  Frieston  [Friesthorpe],  co. 
Lincoln,  who  married  January  25,  1625/6,  as  has  been  stated.  || 
There  seems  to  be  no  place  for  our  Robert  Parish  in  the  Bar- 
badoes-New  England  family. 

Finally  there  is  another  John  Parish  who  was  married  in 
Braintree  in  1664,  lived  for  a  time  in  Mendon  and  moved  to 
Groton  after  King  Philip’s  war,  at  about  the  time  our  Robert 
Parish  was  leaving  Groton  for  Dunstable.  Some  ten  years  later 
he  took  his  large  family  to  Chebacco  in  Ipswich  and  finally  set¬ 
tled  in  Preston,  Connecticut,  where  he  died  in  1715.  It  is  my 
guess  that  this  John  and  Robert,  both  living  in  Groton  and 
bearing  the  unusual  name  of  Parish,  were  closely  related  and 
possibly  brothers. 

*  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury,  161  May. 

t  Oxenbridge  had  been  in  Barbadoes  before  1669. 

t  Dictionary  of  American  Biography. 

§  Article  by  G.  Andrews  Moriarty,  Jr.,  in  Historical  Collections  of  Essex  Institute, 
49:  354-355;  Genealogical  Gleanings  in  England,  Waters,  pp.  143-144;  New  England 
Historical  and  Genealogical  Register,  39:  138. 

II  Ibid.,  10:  34;  112;  158. 
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Robert  Parish  was  probably  born  about  1635,  that  being 
the  birth  year  of  his  first  wife.  She  was  Seaborne  Cromwell,  wid¬ 
ow  of  John  Cromwell  and  daughter  of  William  Bachelder,  and 
she  and  Parish  were  married  in  Chelmsford  on  May  22,  1663. 
She  died  in  Chelmsford  on  Septemer  28,  1664,  and  he  married 
there,  secondly,  on  April  11,  1667,  Mary  (or  Mercy)  Crispe. 
His  third  wife,  whom  he  married  about  1685,  was  Elizabeth 
Blanchard,  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah  (Hills)  Blanchard 
of  Dunstable.  Parish  died  before  September  5,  1709,  when  his 
will  was  proved,  and  his  widow,  Elizabeth,  soon  married  Deacon 
Thomas  Burrage  of  Lynn. 

After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  in  1664  Parish  moved  from 
Chelmsford  to  Groton,  where  he  lived  for  ten  years.  In  1670  he 
was  twice  in  trouble.  On  October  28  a  writ  was  issued  against 
him  for  selling  liquor  to  the  Indians,  and  his  servant  Thomas 
Cooper,  about  21,  who  had  lived  with  Parish  for  seven  years, 
and  his  stepson  John  Cromwell,  about  15,  testified  against  him. 
Parish  had  made  an  agreement  with  Thomas  Cooper  on  May  28, 
1669,  probably  when  the  }7oung  man  came  of  age,  but  in  No¬ 
vember,  1670,  Cooper  sued  him.  Some  of  the  testimony  dealt 
with  the  relations  between  Parish  and  his  Cromwell  stepson,  and 
Cornelius  Waldo  testified  that  before  Parish  married  his  second 
wife  (1667)  he  had  “kept  John  Cromwell  very  badly  in  ap- 
parell.”  The  court  ordered  that  the  boy  should  live  with  Joseph 
Richardson  of  Chelmsford  until  the  next  session  when  he  should 
be  placed  with  some  of  his  friends  in  Charlestown  or  Boston. 

Robert  Parish  was  one  of  the  signers  of  a  petition  to  the 
General  Court  in  1673  asking  for  the  grant  of  the  territory 
which  became  the  town  of  Dunstable,  and,  the  petition  being 
granted,  he  moved  his  family  to  the  new  town.  Dunstable  was 
hardly  settled  when  King  Philip’s  war  broke  out  and  Parish 
saw  service  under  Capt.  Samuel  Moseley,  receiving  £1  :  10:  0  on 
December  10,  1675.  On  September  23,  1676,  at  the  garrison  at 
Dunstable,  he  was  paid  £4:12:6.  Late  in  1676  lie  was  appointed 
assistant  to  Col.  Jonathan  Tvng  who  had  been  given  charge  by 
the  province  of  the  “praying  Indians”  of  the  Pennacook  and 
Wamesit  tribes,  about  sixty  in  number,  who  lived  in  a  village  in 
Dunstable.  These  poor  natives  were  looked  upon  with  suspicion 
by  the  settlers  during  Philip’s  war  and  suffered  violent  perse¬ 
cution.  They  withdrew  into  the  deep  woods  to  the  northward, 
whence  starvation  eventually  drove  some  of  them  back  to  the 
Dunstable  village. 

Parish  served  Dunstable  as  selectman  in  1683,  1687,  1688, 
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1694  and  from  1699  through  1702.  In  1689  he  represented  Dun¬ 
stable  in  the  General  Court.  In  that  year,  King  William’s  war 
having  broken  out,  he  was  one  of  the  townsmen  petitioning  the 
Court  that  twenty  “footmen”  or  infantry  men  be  assigned  to 
Dunstable  for  a  month  to  guard  the  corn-mill  and  to  protect  the 
inhabitants  while  they  got  in  their  hay.  On  October  9,  1701,  he 
was  one  of  the  proprietors  of  Dunstable  who  received  a  grant 
from  Colonel  Tyng. 

About  1705  Parish  moved  again,  to  Rumney  Marsh  [Chel¬ 
sea].  There  on  August  21,  1709,  he  made  his  will  which  begins 
“I  Robert  Parris  formerly  of  the  town  of  Dunstable  now  Living 
in  Rumbledemarsh.”  To  his  wife  Elizabeth  he  gave  all  his 
homestead  which  lay  between  the  land  which  was  formerly  Mr. 
Weld’s  and  the  land  which  was  formerly  Nathaniel  Blanchard’s, 
joining  on  the  west  side  of  Merrineck  [Merrimac]  river,  as  re¬ 
corded  in  the  Dunstable  town  book  of  records,  and  the  meadow 
belonging  thereto,  for  her  life,  and  upon  her  decease  it  was  to 
be  equally  divided  between  his  daughters  Marcy  Richerdson 
and  Hannah  Goff.  His  “out  lands”  were  to  be  sold  to  pay  his 
debts  and  any  overplus  of  land  to  be  divided  between  the  said 
daughters.  To  Hezekiah  Usher,  fifty  acres  of  land  which  “my 
father  John  Blanchard  gave  to  my  wife  in  his  will  .  .  .  and  that 
fifty  acres  of  land  that  her  grandfather  Hill  gave  to  her  in  his 
will.”*  Also  to  his  wife,  his  cattle,  household  furniture,  personal 
and  movable  estate,  and  he  appointed  her  sole  executrix.  As  pre¬ 
viously  stated,  he  signed  the  will  “Robert  Parrish.”  Witnesses : 
John  Waite  of  Boston,  Sara  Usher,  James  Paterson  of  Dun¬ 
stable.  Proved  September  5,  1709.  The  executrix’s  bond  was  also 
signed  by  John  Waite  and  James  Paterson,  Elizabeth  Foxcroft 
and  Robert  Webber  witnessing  their  signatures. j* 

Child,  by  first  wife: 

i.  Thomas,  b.  in  Chelmsford  July  23,  1663;  d.  April  18,  1668. 

Children,  by  second  wife,  born  in  Groton: 

ii.  Mary,  b.  Jan.  5,  1667/8,  called  Mercy  in  later  records;  m.  Dec.  14, 

1687,  Josiah  Richardson.  ( See  Richardson.) 

iii.  Anjta,  b.  April  2,  1669;  d.  (Hannah)  June  8,  1671. 

iv.  Robert,  b.  Nov.  20,  1670;  d.  young. 

v.  Anna,  b.  Sept.  10,  1672;  d.  young. 

vi.  Mary,  b.  Sept.  8,  1674;  d.  young. 

*  Hezekiah  Usher,  born  about  1694,  was  a  son  of  Robert  and  Sarah  (Blanchard) 
Usher  of  Dunstable,  and  a  nephew  of  Parish’s  third  wife. 

t  Middlesex  Probate,  No.  16950.  The  story  that  Robert  Parish,  his  wife  and  daugh¬ 
ter  were  victims  of  an  Indian  massacre  and  that  two  other  daughters  escaped  by  hid¬ 
ing  in  casks  in  the  cellar  first  appeared  in  1823  and  has  been  often  repeated.  It  has  no 
foundation  in  fact. 
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vii.  Haxxah,  b.  c.  1679;*  m.  John  Goffe  of  Boston  in  Chelmsford  (in 
1699? — date  torn).  They  moved  in  1719  to  Londonderry,  New 
Hampshire,  where  he  died  on  Sept.  18,  1748.  They  were  the  parents 
of  Col.  John  Goffe  who  distinguished  himself  in  the  French  and 
Indian  war. 

*  This  year  may  be  synthetic,  to  correspond  with  the  birth  of  her  husband,  John 
Goffe,  who  wTas  born  in  Boston  on  Sept.  18,  1679,  son  of  John  and  Hannah  Goffe.  The 
year  1679  is  given,  with  no  authority,  in  Early  Generations  of  the  Founders  of  Old 
Dunstable,  Ezra  S.  Stearns,  Boston,  1911. 
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CRISPE,  OF  WATERTOWN 


CRISPE 


Crispe  is  a  good  example  of  an  uncommon  name  found  in  wide¬ 
ly  separated  parts  of  England.  Of  the  fourteen  persons  of  the 
name  whose  wills  were  proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Can¬ 
terbury  between  1584  and  1629,  one  lived  in  Wiltshire,  two  in 
London,  three  in  Gloucestershire,  one  in  Northamptonshire,  one 
in  Oxfordshire,  one  in  Warwickshire,  one  in  Worcestershire,  one 
in  Norfolk,  two  in  Suffolk  and  one  in  Leicestershire.  There  was 
also  a  visitation  family  of  Crispe  in  Kent. 

The  name  was  almost  as  widely  scattered  in  America.  A  Zach¬ 
ary  Crispe  was  in  Virginia  1621-1623.  A  Thomas  Crispe,  gen¬ 
tleman,  was  at  Damariscove  in  Maine  1622-1626.  John  Crispe 
arrived  at  Nantasket  in  Massachusetts  in  1631  and  in  that  same 
year  Benjamin  Crispe  was  a  servant  of  Major  Edward  Gibbons 
of  Charlestown.  Richard  Crispe,  a  wealthy  merchant,  came  to 
Boston  from  Jamaica  before  1666. 

Benjamin  Crispe  is  the  man  wuth  whom  this  article  deals, 
but  there  is  strong  evidence  that  he  bore  some  relationship  to 
the  John  Crispe  of  1631.  On  June  16,  1630,  the  Council  for 
New  England  had  granted  a  patent  to  Bryan  Bincks,  John  Dye, 
John  Smith,  Thomas  Jupe  and  John  Crispe  and  associates  for 
territory  forty  miles  square  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  Saga- 
dahock  in  Maine,  an  overlapping  grant  which  was  to  cause  much 
trouble  in  the  future.  Some  of  the  grantees,  who  called  them¬ 
selves  Husbandmen,  embarked  on  a  small  ship  of  sixty  tons 
called  the  Plough  and,  as  stated  above,  landed  at  Nantasket  on 
July  6,  1631,  after  viewing  the  Sagadahock  lands  and  finding 
them  not  to  their  liking.  The  Plough ,  which  proceeded  up  the 
Charles  river  to  Watertown,  brought  ten  passengers,  not  all 
identified  but  including  Bryan  Bincks,  Peter  Johnson,  John 
Kirman,  John  Smith,  “Mr.  Crispe”  and  the  sons  of  Goodman 
Tamage.  Crispe  would  seem  to  have  been  of  more  importance 
than  his  position  on  this  list  would  indicate  for  the  entry  of  the 
patent  in  the  Council’s  records  is  headed  “A  Pattent  for  Mr. 
Crispe  and  others  for  Sagadahock.”  Giving  up  their  original 
project,  the  Husbandmen  “vanished  away,”  as  Gov.  Winthrop 
wrote,  or  as  Samuel  Maverick,  somewhat  more  explicit,  said 
“soon  scattered,  some  for  Virginia,  some  for  England,  some  to 
the  Massachusetts.”  Bincks  and  Johnson  went  to  Virginia,  Kir¬ 
man  remained  in  New  England  and  settled  in  Lynn,  and  John 
Crispe  is  said  to  have  returned  to  England  in  1632.  Was  Benja¬ 
min  Crispe,  aged  about  twenty,  who  was  a  servant  of  Major 
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Edward  Gibbons  in  1631,  a  son  or  kinsman  of  Mr.  John  Crispe 
and  a  fellow  passenger  with  him  on  the  Plough ?  On  October  18, 
1631,  the  colonial  government  of  Massachusetts  Bay  ordered 
that  one-eighth  “of  estate  of  Mr.  Crispe  and  his  company  is  to 
be  paid  to  John  Kirman  ...  &  after  ward  the  whole  estate  to  be 
inventoryed  .  .  .  with  all  convenient  speed  by  theis  commissionrs 
or  any  3  of  them,  viz:  Mr.  John  Masters,  Mr.  Robert  Feakes, 
Mr.  Edward  Gibbons,  Ephraim  Childe,  Daniel  Fynch.”  Of  the 
five  men  three  were  of  Watertown,  where  the  Plough  finally  land¬ 
ed  and  was  probably  unloaded,  one  was  of  Cambridge  and  Ed¬ 
ward  Gibbons,  Benjamin  Crispe’s  master,  was  of  Charlestown. 
Benjamin  settled  in  Watertown.  This  1631-Crispe-Gibbons-Wa- 
tertown  association  may  be  pure  coincidence,  but  it  certainly 
merits  further  investigation,  the  object  being  to  prove  that  Mr. 
John  Crispe  brought  young  Benjamin  with  him  in  the  Plough 
and  settled  him  with  Major  Gibbons  before  returning  to  Eng¬ 
land.* 

Benjamin  Crispe  gave  his  age  as  about  forty-five  in  1656, 
about  fifty-two  in  1662  and  about  seventy-seven  in  1683.  This 
produces  a  bracket  of  1606-1611  for  his  birth.  In  the  1656  in¬ 
stance  he  deposed  that  he  was  a  “servant  to  Major  Gibbons  25 
years  agone,”  or  in  1631.  Major  Gibbons  was  that  Edward  Gib¬ 
bons  who  began  his  New  England  career  with  Thomas  Morton 
at  Merrymount,  regarded  by  the  Pilgrims  as  the  fount  of  all 
evil,  and  who,  having  been  converted  at  the  ordination  of  Mr. 
Higginson  at  Salem  in  1629,  rose  very  high  in  the  Puritan  gov¬ 
ernment  of  Massachusetts  Bay. 

Benjamin  Crispe  is  recorded  once,  in  1636,  as  living  in  Mis- 
ticke  alias  Meadforde  [Medford]  and  it  was  possibly  there  that 
he  married  his  wife  Bridget,  her  surname  not  known,  but  it  was 
also  in  1636  that  he  became  a  proprietor  of  Watertown.  He  was 
a  mason  by  trade.  He  took  the  Freeman’s  Oath  in  May,  1646. 

In  1646  he  was  disputing  with  John  Wincoll  over  the  title  to 
a  piece  of  meadow  land  in  Watertown,  the  case  being  referred 
to  arbitrators.  He  and  his  wife  seem  to  have  cared  for  the  wid¬ 
ow  Brabrook  and  there  are  credits  given  him  therefor  in  the 
town  accounts  in  1657  and  1658. 

Crispe’s  Watertown  lands  were  listed  in  two  town  inventories, 
the  second  taken  in  1644.  At  that  time  he  owned  a  homestead  of 

*  “The  Plough  Patent,”  V.  C.  Sanborn,  The  Genealogist,  XIX :  270-284 ;  Maine  His¬ 
torical  and  Genealogical  Recorder,  2:  65;  Records  of  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay, 
Boston,  1853,  I:  92. 
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7  acres,  20  acres  of  upland  (a  “Great  Divident”  granted  him  in 
1636),  9  acres  of  upland  beyond  the  further  plain,  1  acre  of 
meadow  at  Beaverbrook  (3  acres  there  had  been  granted  him  in 
1636/7),  4  acres  of  remote  meadow  (4  acres  in  the  Remote  or 
Westpine  meadows  were  granted  him  in  1637),  and  3  acres  of 
plowland  in  the  Hither  plain.  A  farm  of  64  acres  granted  him  in 
1642  and  listed  in  the  first  inventory  does  not  appear  in  the 
second. 

It  was  possibly  about  1660  that  Crispe  and  his  family  moved 
to  Groton.  There  is  no  account  of  his  lands  there,  but  they  were 
perhaps  those  held  by  his  son  Jonathan.  Presumably  he  wit¬ 
nessed  the  Indian  attack  on  the  town  on  March  13,  1675/6,  as 
two  of  his  sons  were  among  the  defenders.  Bridget  Crispe  died 
about  this  time  and,  after  the  death  of  William  Longlev,  a  promi¬ 
nent  citizen  of  Groton,  in  1680,  Crispe  married  his  widow, 
Joanna  Longley. 

They  returned  to  Watertown  before  May  24,  1681,  when  the 
selectmen  chose  Crispe  in  the  place  of  Goodman  Bloise  to  take 
care  of  the  meetinghouse  at  an  annual  salary  of  £4:  10:  0,  and 
to  be  the  keeper  of  the  pound.  He  was  then,  by  his  own  estimate, 
in  his  seventies.  His  death  is  not  recorded.  The  widow  Joanna 
Crispe  in  her  will  called  herself  “of  Groton”  but  she  died  in 
Charlestown  April  18,  1698,  aged  79,  her  gravestone  still  stand¬ 
ing.  Her  estate  was  left  to  her  Longley  children  and  grandchil¬ 
dren,  three  of  the  latter  being  captives  in  Canada. 

Children,  born  in  Watertown: 

i.  Elizabeth,  b.  Jan.  28,  1636/7;  m.  Sept.  29,  1657,  George  Lawrence 

of  Watertown  by  whom  she  had  eleven  children;  d.  May  28,  1681. 
He  m.,  secondly,  Aug.  16,  1691,  Elizabeth  Holland.  He  d.  March 
21,  1709. 

ii.  Mary,  b.  May  20,  1638;  m.  at  Chelmsford  April  11,  1667,  Robert 

Parris  or  Parish.  ( See  Parish.) 

iii.  Jonathan,  b.  Jan.  29,  1639(40).  He  was  living  in  Groton  in  1664 

when  he  owned  a  house-lot  of  28  acres  with  tin  addition  thereto,  3 
acres  in  the  general  field,  5  acres  in  Flaggy  meadow,  3  acres  at 
Massabogue  brook  and  2  acres  in  the  Angle  meadow,  all  compared 
and  approved  by  the  selectmen  on  Dec.  27,  1664.*  In  1675  he  was 
of  Dunstable  when  he  appeared  in  Suffolk  court  and  acknowledged 
a  judgment  against  himself  and  his  estate  to  Mr.  Benjamin  Gibbs 
of  Boston  for  £10:  10:  0  in  money,  execution  being  issued  July  12, 
1675. 

In  King  Philip’s  war  Groton  was  attacked  and  largely  destroyed 
by  the  Indians  on  March  13,  1675/6.  Jonathan  Crisp  was  probably 
one  of  its  defenders  as  he  was  paid  £2:  10:  6  for  his  service  on 
April  24,  167G.f  He  died  before  Oct.  25,  1680,  when  his  father  was 


*  Groton  Records,  Samuel  A.  Green.  Groton,  1880. 
t  Groton  in  the  Indian  Wars,  S.  A.  Green,  Groton.  1883,  p.  40. 
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appointed  administrator  and  entered  an  inventory  of  his  estate 
consisting  of  three  items — 15  acres  of  land  in  Dunstable  (£15),  28 
acres  in  Groton  (£20),  and  a  horse  (£2).* * * § 

iv.  Eleazer,  b.  Jan.  14,  1641(2)  ;  no  further  record. 

v.  Mehitarle,  b.  Jan.  21,  1645(6)  ;  no  further  record. 

vi.  Zachary.  There  is  no  definite  statement  that  he  was  a  son  of  Ben¬ 

jamin  Crispe,  but  his  presence  in  Groton  in  1675/6  is  highly  in¬ 
dicative.  Except  for  his  service  in  King  Philip’s  war,  in  defense  of 
that  town,  for  which  he  received  £2:  15:  8  on  June  24,  1676,  the 
surviving  records  of  him  indicate  a  turbulent  youth. 

On  Sept.  23,  1673,  a  writ  was  issued  against  Zechariah  Crispe  of 
Charlestown  on  the  complaint  of  Mary  Stanwood,  aged  20,  late  a 
servant  of  John  Long.  She  testified  that  she  was  with  child  by 
Crispe.  Benjamin  Crispe  and  George  Laurence  were  his  sureties, 
further  evidence  that  Zachary  was  Benjamin’s  son,  Laurence  be¬ 
ing  Benjamin’s  son-in-law.  It  appears  that  Zachary  was  found 
legally  responsible  and  that  the  child  was  placed  with  John  Jones. 
On  July  28,  1674,  Jones  sued  Crispe  for  breach  of  promise  to  pay 
for  the  child’s  maintenance,  and  the  jury  found  for  the  plaintiff 
50s.  and  costs,  but  Crispe  appealed  the  case  and  won.f 

In  1675  he  was  in  very  serious  trouble  indeed.  With  Dorothy 
Jones  and  Maurice  Bret,  Zachariah  Crispe  of  Groton  was  indicted 
for  murdering  Edward  Leuis  in  the  house  of  the  late  Morgan 
Jones,  where  Leuis  had  lodged,  or  elsewhere  in  Boston  in  or  about 
January  or  February  last.  The  jury  brought  in  a  verdict  of  “Not 
Guilty”  which  we  are  bound  to  respect,  but  the  odor  of  gangster¬ 
ism  pervades  the  picture.J 

Possible  illegitimate  child: 

1.  Mary  Crispe;  m.  Dec.  13,  1695,  John  Rigby,  both  of 
Concord.  Rigby  d.  April  30,  1710,  and  she,  “an  ancient 
widow,”  April  30,  1755.  Six  children  were  born  in 
Concord,  1697-1709.  This  marriage  is  the  only  Crispe 
entry  in  the  Concord  vital  records. 

vii.  Deliverance,  b.  1650.  Deliverance  Crispe,  aged  20,  testified  with 

Benjamin  Crispe  in  the  suit  of  Cooper  v.  Parish  in  1670 ;§  and  it  is 
probable  that  she  was  his  daughter,  unless,  indeed,  she  was  the 
wife  of  his  son  Jonathan,  otherwise  unknown. 

*  Middlesex  Probate,  No.  5321. 

t  Middlesex  Court  Files;  Records  of  Suffolk  County  Court,  Colonial  Society  of  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  Boston,  1933,  I:  457. 

t  Records  of  the  Court  of  Assistants  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  ed.  by  John  Noble,  Bos¬ 
ton,  1901,  I:  51.  No  further  record.  By  a  strange  coincidence  a  Zachary  Crispe  was  an 
early  settler  in  Virginia.  He,  “Zachery  Cripps,”  came  to  the  colony  in  the  Margaret 
and  John  in  1621,  and  in  1623  “Zacharia  Crispe”  was  at  the  plantation  over  against 
James  City.  [ Lists  of  Emigrants  Who  Went  to  America,  etc.,  Hotten,  London,  1874, 
pp.  180,  235.] 

§  Middlesex  Court  Files. 
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MERRILL 


In  the  account  of  Paul  Hildreth,  the  question  whether  or  not 
his  wife  was  Hannah  Merrill  of  Nottingham  West,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  is  argued  but  no  definite  conclusion  is  reached.  I  believe 
that,  all  surrounding  circumstances  duly  considered,  the  answer 
is  affirmative,  in  spite  of  the  complete  lack  of  documentary  evi¬ 
dence.  There  is,  however,  room  for  honest  doubt,  and  therefore 
I  am  not  including  herein  a  full  account  of  Llannah’s  ancestry. 
In  what  follows  A  is  Hannah  Merrill,  B1  and  B2  are  her  parents, 
Cl,  C2,  C3  and  C4  are  her  grandparents,  and  so  on.  Almost  all 
of  the  families  concerned  lived  in  Newbury,  Massachusetts,  a 
town  possessing  very  full  records  and  having  had  the  attention 
of  able  local  historians.  Anyone  interested  can,  therefore,  glean 
much  material  to  give  body  to  this  rather  slender  pedigree. 

A  Hannah 6  Merrill ,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Thomasine  (Chase) 
Merrill,  was  born  in  Nottingham  West,  New  Hampshire,  May 
26,  1747. 

Parents 

B  1  Daniel 0  Merrill ,  son  of  Samuel  and  Ruth  (Morse)  Merrill, 

was  born  in  Newbury  July  3,  1722.  He  married  (1)  in  Newbury 
on  November  1,  1743,  Thomasine  Chase  and  about  1746  they 
moved  to  Nottingham  West,  New  Plampshire,  where  his  father, 
brother  William  and  other  Merrill  kinsmen  also  settled.  There 
his  wife  Thomasine  died  on  January  30,  1755,  seven  days  after 
the  birth  of  her  fifth  child.  Merrill  married  (2)  October  23,  1755, 
Mary  Hale.  He  was  a  selectman  in  1760  and  1761,  moderator  in 
1761,  and  (Sergt.  Daniel  Merrill)  “chosen  to  assist  the  com¬ 
mittee  in  viewing  the  town”  in  1760.  In  1767  Ensign  Daniel  Mer¬ 
rill  was  elected  selectman  but  refused  the  office. 

On  December  1, 1769,  Daniel  Merrill,  gentleman,  sold  his  Not¬ 
tingham  West  homestead,  consisting  of  120  acres,  barn,  cider- 
mill  and  dwelling  house  “in  which  I  now  dwell,”  to  Moses  John¬ 
son,  his  wife  Mary  releasing  dower.  The  deed  mentions  his 
“brother  William  Merrill’s  land.”*  He  is  next  found  in  Dun¬ 
stable,  Massachusetts,  just  over  the  state  line,  where  William, 
son  of  Daniel  and  Mary  Merrel,  was  born  February  15,  1771. 
In  1773,  with  other  Dunstable  men  who  lived  on  what  seems  to 
have  been  an  uncertain  border  line,  he  petitioned  to  have  his 
land  annexed  to  Hollis,  New  Hampshire. f  This  apparently  was 

*  Hillsborough  County  Deeds.  31 :  483. 

t  New  Hampshire  Historical  Society,  Toicn  Papers,  XII:  238. 
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granted.  In  the  Hollis  birth  records  all  of  Daniel  and  Mary 
Merrill’s  ten  children,  including  William,  born  in  Dunstable, 
and  seven  earlier  children  born  in  Nottingham  West,  were  re¬ 
corded,  and  there  “Mary  Merrel  Wife  of  Ens.  Daniel  Merrill 
departed  this  life  Apr.  ye  17,  1776.”  As  Ensign  Daniel  Merrill 
of  Hollis  he  married  (3)  July  17,  1776,  Jerusha  Williams  of 
Pepperell,  Massachusetts. 

In  1780  Daniel  Merrill  of  Raby  (a  town  adjoining  Hollis  on 
the  west,  later  named  Brookline)  sold  two  tracts  in  Hollis  to 
Josiah  Woodbury,  his  wife  Jerusha  relinquishing  dower.*  He 
had  been  “of  Hollis”  in  1778  when  he  sold  land  there  to  Emerson 
Smith  of  Hallowell,  Lincoln  County  (Maine),  and  was  again  of 
Hollis  in  1784  when  he  and  Jerusha  deeded  land  in  Hollis  to 
John  Smith  (possibly  husband  of  his  daughter  Sarah)  and  to 
Daniel  Merrill,  Jr.,  so  possibly  the  Raby  residence  was  due  only 
to  town  boundary  changes  which  seem  to  have  been  of  frequent 
occurrence. f  In  1788  he  conveyed  “the  place  on  which  I  live”  to 
his  son  Daniel,  and  in  a  final  deed  of  June  29,  1795,  he  sold  10 
acres  in  Hollis  to  Richard  Pirce.+  There  is  no  record  of  his  or 
his  wife  Jerusha’s  death  and  he  left  no  will. 

B  2  Thomasine 4  Chase ,  daughter  of  Stephen3  and  Sarah  (Hale) 

Chase,  was  born  in  Newbury,  December  28, 1723,  married  Daniel 
Merrill  on  November  1,  1743,  and  died  in  Nottingham  West  on 
January  30,  1755. 


Grandparents 

C  1  Samuel 4  Merrill ,  son  of  Abel3  and  Abigail  (Stevens)  Merrill, 

was  born  in  Newbury  on  September  13,  1695.  He  married  (1) 
in  Newbury,  int.  May  4,  1717,  Ruth  Morse,  and  (2)  in  Notting¬ 
ham  West,  New  Hampshire,  March  5,  1752,  Susanna  Hamblet, 
who  survived  him.  He  died  March  14,  1763,  in  Nottingham 
West.  He  lived  in  Newbury  until  about  1748,  when  he  moved 
his  family  to  Nottingham  West,  now  Hudson,  where  there  were 
several  other  Newbury  settlers,  including  Rev.  Nathaniel  Mer¬ 
rill,  his  cousin.  His  will,  made  February  16  and  proved  April  13, 
1763,  left  his  estate  to  his  wife  Susanna,  his  sons  Daniel,  Wil¬ 
liam  and  Isaac  Merrill,  his  daughters  Sarah  Hills  and  Abigail 
Marsh,  and  his  grandchildren  Abel,  Tabitha,  Rebecca,  Ruth, 
Rachel  and  Tamsin  Merrill,  children  of  his  deceased  son  Sam- 

*  Hillsborough  County  Deeds,  12:  297. 

t  Ibid.,  40:  135;  19:  441. 

$  Ibid.,  28:  512;  45:  147. 
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uel.  His  son  Daniel  was  named  executor  and  the  witnesses  were 
James  Sherburne,  Nathaniel  Merrill  and  Nathaniel  Merrill,  Jr.* 
The  children  were  all  by  his  wife  Ruth  except  the  youngest  son 
Is  aac  who  was  by  the  second  wife. 

C  2  Ruth 4  Morse ,  daughter  of  William3  and  Sarah  (Merrill) 

Morse  was  born  in  Newbury  March  4,  1698/9  ;  married,  int.  May 
4,  1717,  her  second  cousin  Samuel4  Merrill  in  Newbury,  and  died 
before  1752  in  Nottingham  West. 

C  3  Stephen 3  Chase ,  son  of  Moses2  and  Anne  (Follansbee)  Chase, 

was  born  in  Newbury  on  August  29,  1696,  and  died  in  Notting¬ 
ham  West  on  June  14,  1756.  He  married  (1)  in  Newbury  on  De¬ 
cember  17,  1717,  Sarah  Hale.  He  lived  in  West  Newbury  until 
about  1748  when  he  moved  to  Nottingham  West  with  other 
Newbury  families,  including  that  of  his  daughter  Thomasine 
Merrill,  having  sold  his  Newbury  farm  to  Ezra  Pillsbury  on 

January  6,  1747.  In  his  old  age  he  married  (2)  Thankful - 

who  gave  a  quitclaim  deed  to  her  husband’s  estate  in  1756  and 
moved  to  Westford,  Massachusetts,  where  she  was  living  in  1772. 

Stephen  Chase  made  his  will  June  4,  1755,  and  it  was  proved 
June  22,  1756.  He  mentions  his  wife  Thankful,  his  sons  Henry, 
Moses,  Stephen,  Samuel  and  Joshua,  his  daughters  Jemima 
Thurston  and  Sarah  Cummings  and  the  heirs  of  his  daughter 
Thomasine  Merrill,  deceased. f 

C  4  Sarah 4  Hale ,  daughter  of  Henry3  and  Sarah  (Kelley)  Hale, 

was  born  in  Newbury  on  October  21,  1698,  married  Stephen 
Chase  on  December  17,  1717,  and  died  in  Nottingham  West  on 
December  26,  1753. 


Great-grand  pa  rents 

D  1  Abel 3  Merrill ,  son  of  Abel2  and  Priscilla  (Chase)  Merrill,  was 

born  in  Newbury  on  December  28,  1671,  married  there  June  19, 
1694,  Abigail  Stevens,  and  died  February  6,  1759,  in  West  New¬ 
bury  where  he  was  a  deacon  of  the  church.  + 

D  2  Abigail 2  Stevens,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Martha  (Bart¬ 

lett)  Stevens,  was  born  in  Amesbury  on  January  21,  1672/3; 
married  June  19,  1694,  Abel  Merrill,  and  died  May  24,  1757,  in 
her  85th  year. 

*  New  Hampshire  Probate,  22:  551. 
t  New  Hampshire  Probate,  19:  500. 
t  A  Merrill  Memorial,  Samuel  Merrill,  1928,  p.  201. 
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D  3  William3  Morse ,  son  of  Benjamin2  and  Ruth  (Sawyer)  Morse, 

was  born  in  Newbu^  on  January  23,  1673/4.  He  married  Sarah 
Merrill  on  May  12,  1696,  and  died  May  10,  1749,  in  Newbury. 
His  will,  made  August  1,  1744,  and  proved  May  15,  1749,  made 
very  careful  provision  for  his  wife  and  left  good  legacies  to  his 
five  sons  and  six  daughters  Daniel,  Ruth,  Peter,  Benjamin  and 
William  Morse,  Sarah  Batchelder,  Anne  Adams,  Martha  Chase, 
Meriam  Bradbury,  Hannah  Darling  and  Moses  Morse. * 

D  4  Sarah3  Merrill ,  daughter  of  Daniel2  and  Sarah  (Clough) 
Merrill  of  Newbury,  was  born  October  15,  1677,  married  May 
12,  1696,  William  Morse,  and  was  living  in  1744,  when  her  hus¬ 
band  made  his  will.f 

D  5  Moses 2  Chase ,  son  of  Aquila1  and  Anne  (Wheeler)  Chase,  was 

born  in  Newbury  on  December  24,  1663.  He  married  (1)  in  New¬ 
bury  on  November  10,  1684,  Anne  Follansbee,  and  (2)  Decem¬ 
ber  13,  1713,  Sarah  Jacob,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Sarah 
(Brown)  Jacob  of  Ipswich,  who  died  in  Newbury  on  March  13, 
1739,  aged  62.  Chase  settled  in  1689  in  the  “upper  woods,”  now 
West  Newbury,  where  he  and  his  wife  were  admitted  to  the  Sec¬ 
ond  Church  in  1713.  He  was  a  weaver  by  trade.  He  saw  service 
against  the  Indians  under  Lieut.  Caleb  Moody  in  1708,  and  was 
ensign  under  Capt.  Hugh  March  1704-1710.  He  made  his  will 
July  3,  1740,  and  it  was  probated  September  19,  1743.  The 
gravestones  of  Moses  Chase  and  his  second  wife  stand  in  the 
Ferry  Lane  graveyard  in  West  Newbury. 

D  6  Anne 2  Follansbee ,  daughter  of  Thomas1  and  Mary  Follans¬ 
bee,  was  born  about  1668,  married  Moses  Chase  on  November 
10,  1684,  and  died  April  18,  1708  (gravestone  at  Sawyer  Hill, 
Newbury). 

D  7  Henry3  Hale ,  son  of  John2  and  Sarah  (Somerby)  Hale,  was 
born  in  Newbury  on  October  20,  1666,  married  September  11, 
1695,  Sarah  Kelley,  and  died  in  Newbury  shortly  before  Novem¬ 
ber  23,  1724,  when  administration  on  his  estate  was  granted  to 
his  eldest  son  Thomas.  Hale  was  a  carpenter  and  in  1695,  when 
he  was  about  to  be  married,  he  received  from  his  father  half  of 
the  latter’s  house,  shop  and  adjoining  land,  in  return  for  life 
support.  In  1699/1700  his  father  deeded  to  him  all  of  his  re- 

*  Morse  Genealogy,  J.  Howard  Morse  and  Emily  W.  Leavitt,  New  York,  1903,  pp. 
31-32. 

t  A  Merrill  Memorial,  supra,  p.  169. 

t  Seven  Generations  of  the  Descendants  of  Aquila  and  Thomas  Chase,  J.  C.  Chase 
and  G.  W.  Chamberlain,  1928. 
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maining  real  property,  again  with  the  condition  of  life  support. 
In  1710  he  and  Judith  (Hale)  Moody,  wife  of  William  Moody, 
were  the  only  surviving  heirs  of  their  mother,  Sarah  (Somerby) 
Hale,  and  they  deeded  to  Josiah  Clark  of  Boston,  tailor,  all  their 
right  in  the  estate  of  their  grandfather,  Henry  Somerby.  There 
were  ten  children,  all  born  in  Newbury.* 

D  8  Sarah 2  Kelley,  daughter  of  John1  and  Sarah  (Knight)  Kel¬ 
ley,  was  born  in  Newbury  on  September  1,  1670,  married  Sep¬ 
tember  11,  1695,  Henry  Hale,  and  died  October  21,  1741. 

Gr  eat- great- grandparents 

E  1  Abel 2  Merrill,  son  of  Nathaniel1  and  Susanna  Merrill,  was 
born  February  20,  1643/4,  married  February  10,  1670/1,  Pris¬ 
cilla  Chase,  and  died  October  28,  1689,  all  in  Newbury.  He  took 
the  Oath  of  Fidelity  in  1668  and  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  in  1678. 
Apparently  he  lived  with  his  mother  and  his  stepfather  Stephen 
Jordan  and  took  responsibility  for  their  affairs  as  indicated  in 
the  estate  papers  of  both.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  company  of 
Capt.  Thomas  Noyes  in  1668.  He  died  intestate  and  Edward 
Woodman  and  Benjamin  Morss  presented  an  inventory  of 
£347 :  18:  0  on  November  22,  1689,  the  widow  Priscilla  Merrill 
being  the  administratrix  and  filing  her  account  November  1, 
1697. 

Nathaniel1  Merrill,  son  of  Nathaniel  Merrill,  was  baptized  in 

Wherstead,  co.  Suffolk,  May  4,  1601.  He  married  Susanna - 

and  died  in  Newburv  on  March  16,  1654/5.  His  widow  married 
Stephen  Jordan  and  died  in  Newbury  on  January  25,  1672/3. 
His  brother  John  Merrill  emigrated  by  1636  and  in  1638  New¬ 
bury  granted  a  house-lot  to  “John  Merrill’s  brother.”  Nathan¬ 
iel’s  will,  made  March  8,  1654(5),  was  proved  March  27,  1655. 
John,  second  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Susanna  Merrill,  lived  with 
Gregory  Wolterton  of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  and  was  Wolter- 
ton’s  principal  heir  by  will  when  he  died  in  1674.  Mrs.  Mary 
Lovering  Holman  concluded  that  Susanna  Merrill  was  Gregory 
Wolterton’s  sister,  but  Mr.  Jacobus  in  a  scholarlv  article  de- 
cided  otherwise,  suggesting,  however,  the  possibility  that  Wol¬ 
terton’s  first  wife,  Susanna,  may  have  been  Susanna  Merrill’s 
mother  by  a  previous  husband. 

Nathaniel  Merrill  of  Wherstead,  father  of  the  emigrants,  was 
born  about  1570  and  married  in  Belstead  on  February  27, 

*  Descendants  of  Thomas  Hale,  Robert  Safford  Hale,  ed.  by  George  R.  Howell,  Al¬ 
bany,  N.  Y.,  1889,  pp.  70-72. 
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1592/3,  Mary  Blacksoll  who  was  buried  May  1,  1624.  He  was 
buried  March  17,  1626/7. 

John  Merrill  of  Wher stead,  father  of  Nathaniel  and  grand¬ 
father  of  the  emigrants,  was  born  about  1545  and  married  Pru¬ 
dence  - who  survived  him.  His  will,  December  2-December  11, 

1600,  mentions  his  son  Nathaniel  and  other  children.  John  was 
probably  a  son  of  that  John  Merrill  of  Wherstead  whose  will 
was  dated  December  13,  1551,  and  a  grandson  of  an  earlier 
John  Merrill  of  Wherstead  whose  will  was  made  December  3, 
1528.* 

E  2  Priscilla2  Chase ,  daughter  of  Aquila1  and  Anne  (Wheeler) 
Chase,  was  born  in  Newbury  on  March  14,  1648/9,  and  married 
there  February  10,  1670,  Abel  Merrill.  For  her  parents  see  E9 
and  E10,  hereafter. 

E  3  Thomas1  Stevens,  who  in  1670  deposed,  aged  20,  that  he  came 
to  Amesbury  from  Ipswich,  cannot  be  placed  in  any  of  the  sev¬ 
eral  Stevens  families  in  Essex  County,  and  it  is  probable  that  he 
was  a  late  immigrant,  possibly  related  to  some  earlier  New  Eng¬ 
land  Stevens.  Born  about  1650,  he  married  in  Newbury  April 
15, 1671,  Martha  Bartlett  and  died  in  Amesbury  April  14, 1729. 
He  was  granted  a  common  right  in  Amesbury  in  1668/9,  took 
the  Oath  of  Allegiance  in  1677,  was  a  member  of  the  train-band 
in  1680  and  was  selectman  in  1686.  He  was  a  sawyer  by  trade, 
but  as  he  was  teaching  school  in  1693  he  must  have  had  more 
than  common  education.  In  his  later  years  he  was  a  deacon  of 
the  Amesbury  church.  Stevens  made  his  will  November  29,  1723, 
and  it  was  proved  April  28,  1729.  In  addition  to  his  sons  Roger 
and  Thomas,  and  his  son  (in-law)  Abel  Merrill,  he  mentions  his 
grandchildren  Hannah  and  Abigail  Hoyt,  children  of  his  de¬ 
ceased  daughter  Martha,  who  had  been  killed  by  Indians  in  1706. 

E  4  Martha3,  Bartlett ,  daughter  of  Christopher2  and  Mary  Bart¬ 
lett,  was  born  in  Newbury  on  March  7,  1652/3,  married  Thomas 
Stevens,  and  died  in  Amesbury  on  September  8,  1718.  The  mar¬ 
riage  is  proved  by  several  documents  dealing  with  her  father’s 
estate. 

Christopher2  Bartlett,  son  of  Richard1  Bartlett,  was  born  in 
England  on  February  25,  1623/4,  married  in  Newbury  on  April 
17,  1645,  Mary - who  was  the  mother  of  his  daughter  Mar- 

*A  Merrill  Memorial,  Samuel  Merrill,  1928,  pp.  32-53,  66-67,  97-101.  Ancestry  of 
Charles  Stinson  Pillsbury  and  John  Sargent  Pillsbury,  Mary  Lovering  Holman,  1938, 
pp.  1037-41.  The  American  Genealogist,  “The  Wives  of  Gregory  Wolterton,”  Donald 
Lines  Jacobus,  32:  197. 
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tha.  He  died  in  Newbury  on  March  15,  1669/70.  His  first  wife 
died  December  24,  1660,  and  he  married,  secondly,  December 
17,  1663,  Mary  Hoyt.  He  took  the  Freeman’s  Oath  in  Newbury 
in  1646.  His  will,  dated  March  14,  1669,  and  proved  March  29, 
1670,  left  his  property  to  his  wife  Mary,  who  afterward  married 
Richard  Martin  of  Amesbury,  his  sons  Christopher  and  Fran¬ 
cis  and  his  daughters  Mary,  Anne  and  Martha. 

Richard1  Bartlett,  born  in  England  about  1585,  died  in  New¬ 
bury  on  May  20,  1647.  He  emigrated  to  New  England  by  1634, 
possibly  a  widower  as  his  wife  is  not  mentioned  in  the  records. 
After  an  illness  of  a  year,  spent  in  the  house  of  his  son  Richard, 
he  made  a  nuncupative  will,  proved  September  28,  1647,  wit¬ 
nessed  by  his  son-in-law  William  Titcombe,  Anthony  Somerby 
and  Edward  Rawson.  With  him  from  England  he  brought  a 
“Breeches  Bible”  in  which  he  had  written  “I  Richard  Bartlett 
Bought  this  booke  Anno  Domyne  1612”  and  the  birth  records 
of  his  six  children. 

5  Benjamin 2  Morse ,  son  of  Anthony1  and  Anne  (Cox)  Morse, 

was  born  in  Newbury  on  March  27,  1640.  He  married  in  New¬ 
bury  on  August  26,  1667,  Ruth  Sawyer,  by  whom  he  had  twelve 
children.  He  died  between  June  22,  1714,  and  June  5,  1716.  He 
was  a  deacon  of  the  Newbury  church.  On  November  22,  1707,  he 
deeded  to  his  son  Philip  Morse  his  homestead,  possession  not  to 
be  given  until  after  his  and  his  wife’s  deaths,  conditional  upon 
Philip’s  paying  certain  sums  to  six  of  the  grantor’s  daughters, 
the  other  children  having  already  received  their  portions.  To 
his  son  William  he  granted  on  January  27,  1697/8,  to  make  sure 
his  portion,  about  seven  or  eight  acres  of  his  freehold  lots,  and 
on  March  1,  1704/5,  a  lot  in  Newbury  which  had  been  laid  out 
to  his  father  Anthony  Morss  and  his  brother  Jonathan  Morss. 

Anthony1  Morse,  son  of  Anthony  Morse  of  St.  Peter’s  parish, 
Marlborough,  Wiltshire,  was  born  about  1607  according  to  his 
age  as  given  in  several  depositions.  He  married  at  the  church  of 
St.  Mary  the  Virgin,  Marlborough,  on  May  2,  1629,  Ann  Cox, 
who  died  in  Newbury,  Massachusetts,  March  8,  1679/80.  He 
died  there  October  12,  1686.  In  April,  1635,  Anthony  and  his 
brother  William,  both  shoemakers,  sailed  from  Southampton 
on  the  James  with  many  other  Marlborough  men,  and  settled 
in  Newbury  on  their  arrival  in  New  England.  Anthony  was  se¬ 
lectman  in  1669  and  a  grand  juryman  in  1672.  In  1679  lie  was 
discharged  from  the  town  militia  by  reason  of  age.  Also  in  1679 
Caleb  Powell,  mate  of  Joseph  Dole’s  vessel,  was  prosecuted  by 


68 


The  Ancestry  of  Sarah  Hildreth 

William  Morse  “for  suspicion  of  working  with  the  devil  to  the 
molesting”  of  Morse  and  his  family.  The  testimony  of  the 
Morses,  including  Anthony,  is  of  great  interest.*  Anthony 
Morse  made  his  will  April  28,  1680,  making  his  son  Joshua  his 
principal  heir.  Of  the  fourteen  children,  ten  grew  up  and  mar¬ 
ried. 

E  6  Ruth 2  Sawyer ,  daughter  of  William1  and  Ruth  Sawyer,  was 

born  in  Newbury  September  16,  1648.  She  married  Benjamin 
Morse,  survived  him  and  was  living  in  1715  when  she  acknowl¬ 
edged  a  deed. 

William1  Sawyer,  her  father,  was  born  in  England  about  1618 
(aged  65  when  he  took  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  in  Newbury  in 

1678)  ;  he  married  about  1643  Ruth - .  He  died  after  May 

30,  1693,  when  he  and  his  wife  Ruth  acknowledged  a  deed  of 
gift  of  their  Newbury  farm  to  their  son  Stephen  which  was  in 
effect  a  will,  Stephen  being  obligated  to  make  payments  to  four 
of  his  sisters  after  the  deaths  of  their  parents.  First  recorded  in 
Newbury  in  1642,  he  returned  there  after  living  for  some  years 
in  Amesbury.  He  was  one  of  the  witnesses  to  the  good  character 
of  Lieut.  Robert  Pike  in  1654,  and  stood  by  his  beliefs  when 
others  avoided  trouble  by  recanting.  Administration  on  his 
estate  was  granted  to  his  son-in-law  John  Emery  March  1, 
1702/3. j* 

E  7  Daniel 2  Merrill ,  son  of  Nathaniel1  and  Susanna  Merrill,  was 

born  August  20,  1642,  in  Newbury,  married  (1)  May  14,  1667, 
Sarah  Clough,  and  died  June  27,  1717,  in  Salisbury  whither  he 
removed  between  1696  and  1701.  He  married  (2)  in  Salisbury 
on  May  23,  1708,  Sarah  Morrill,  daughter  of  Abraham  Morrill 
and  widow  of  Philip  Rowell  and  Onesiphorus  Page,  who  died 
September  11,  1731,  in  Amesbury.  Merrill,  who  was  a  carpenter 
by  trade,  took  the  Oath  of  Fidelity  in  1668  and  the  Oath  of 
Allegiance  in  1678.  He  was  admitted  a  freeman  February  7, 
1682/3.  He  made  his  will  May  10,  and  it  was  proved  July  12, 
1717. 

See  El. 

E  8  Sarah2  Clough,  daughter  of  John1  and  Joan  Clough,  was  born 
in  Salisbury  on  June  28,  1646,  married  Daniel  Merrill  of  New¬ 
bury  and  died  March  18,  1705/6,  in  Salisbury. 

John1  Clough  came  to  New  England  in  the  ship  Elizabeth  in 

*  Records  c&  Files  of  the  Quarterly  Courts  of  Essex  County,  VII :  355-359. 

t  Pillsbury  Ancestry,  supra,  1 :  65. 
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1635,  and  settled  in  Salisbury.  Probably  he  and  his  first  wife, 
Joan,  were  married  in  New  England  about  the  year  1610.  She 
died  January  19,  1679/80,  and  he  married  secondly,  January 
15,  1686,  Martha  (Blaisdell)  (Bowden)  Cilley.*  She  was  living 
in  1692. 

Clough  took  the  Oath  of  Fidelity  in  1650,  was  constable  of 
Salisbury  in  1662,  and  served  many  times  on  the  county  jury  of 
trials.  He  was  a  carpenter  by  trade.  His  will,  made  April  3,  was 
proved  November  3,  1691,  witnessed  bv  his  wife’s  brother  Henry 
Blaisdell. f 

E  9  Aquila 1  Chase  was  born  about  1618  as  he  was  about  forty- 

eight  in  1666.  Both  his  first  and  last  names  are  uncommon  in 
England  and  it  is  highly  probable  that  he  came  from  Chesham, 
co.  Buckingham,  where  Robert  Chase  had  a  son  Aquila  baptized 
in  1580,  or  from  a  neighboring  parish.  As  Robert  Chase  had 
seven  sons,  it  is  probable  that  one  of  them  was  the  father  of 
Aquila  and  his  brother  Thomas  Chase  who  emigrated  to  New 
England  and  were  in  Hampton,  New  Hampshire,  by  1640. 
Aquila,  a  fisherman,  moved  to  Newbury  in  1646,  shortly  after 
his  marriage  to  Anne  Wheeler.  He  died  December  27,  1670,  and 
his  widow  married  Daniel  Silloway  June  14,  1672.  Chase’s  will, 
made  December  10,  1670,  was  proved  March  28,  1671 4 

E  10  Anne 3  Wheeler ,  daughter  of  John2  and  Agnes  (Yeomans) 
Wheeler,  was  baptized  at  St.  Edmund’s,  Salisbury,  Wiltshire, 
May  13,  1621,  came  to  New  England  with  her  parents,  married 
(1)  about  1645  Aquila  Chase  of  Hampton  and  (2)  June  14, 
1672,  Daniel  Silloway  and  died  April  21,  1687. 

John2  Wheeler,  son  of  Dominick  and  Mercy  (Jelly)  Wheeler, 
was  baptized  at  St.  Edmund’s,  Salisbury,  November  4,  1591, 
married  at  St.  Edmund’s  on  December  1,  1611,  Agnes  Yeomans, 
and  emigrated  to  New  England  before  1640  with  his  wife  and 
seven  of  their  children,  leaving  four  or  possibly  five  of  their  sons 
in  Salisbury.  He  settled  first  in  Hampton  but  moved  to  Newbury 
before  1650.  Agnes  (Anne)  Wheeler  died  in  Newbury  on  August 
15, 1662,  and  he  between  March  28,  1668,  and  October  11,  1670, 
the  dates  of  his  will  and  the  proving  thereof. 

Dominick1  Wheeler,  a  shearman,  was  born  about  1565,  mar¬ 
ried  Mercy  Jelly  at  St.  Edmund’s,  Salisbury,  June  3,  1588,  and 

*  See  The  Ancestry  of  Nicholas  Davis,  W.  G.  Davis,  1956,  pp.  62-08. 

t  Pillsbvry  Ancestry,  supra,  1 :  243. 

t  For  a  fuller  account  see  Descendants  of  Aquila  and  Thomas  Chase,  Chase  and 
Chamberlain,  1928. 
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was  buried  there  January  12,  1615/6.  His  will  left  his  small 
property  to  his  wife,  his  son  John  and  daughter-in-law  Annes 
and  their  two  sons  Edward  and  John  Wheeler.* 

E  11  Thomas 1  Follanshee ,  born  about  1637,  was  first  at  Great  Is¬ 

land,  New  Hampshire,  with  his  wife  Mary,  but  in  1671  he  moved 
to  Strawberry  Bank,  now  Portsmouth,  where,  as  a  joiner,  he 
finished  the  church  and  schoolhouse.  Mary  Follansbee  was  “about 
34”  in  1673.  About  1677  he  moved  to  Newbury  where  he  took 
the  Oath  of  Allegiance  in  1678.  His  second  wife  Sarah,  or  a 
daughter  of  that  name,  probably  the  latter,  died  November  6, 
1683.  He  married,  thirdly,  intention  April  4,  1713,  Jane  Mose- 
man  of  Boston.  He  was  living  in  1717. 

E  12  Mary - . 

E  13  John2  Hale ,  son  of  Thomas1  and  Thomasine  (Dowsett)  Hale, 

was  baptized  at  Watton-at-Stone,  co.  Hertford,  April  19,  1635, 
and  was  two  years  old  when  his  parents  emigrated  to  New  Eng¬ 
land.  He  married  (1)  December  5,  1660,  Bebecca  Lowell  who 
died  June  1,  1662;  (2)  December  8,  1663,  Sarah  Somerby  who 
died  in  June,  1672;  (3)  Sarah  (Ring)  Cottle  who  died  January 
19,  1698/9.  He  was  a  carpenter  and  served  in  minor  town  offices. 
Sergeant  Hale  died  in  Newbury  on  June  2,  1707.  He  gave  his 
farm  to  his  son  Henry,  half  in  1695  and  the  rest  in  1699/1700. 

Thomas1  Hale,  son  of  Thomas  and  Joan  (Kirby)  Hale,  was 
baptized  at  Watton-at-Stone  on  June  15,  1606.  He  married  at 
St.  Helen’s  Bishopsgate,  London,  December  11,  1632,  Thom¬ 
asine  Dowsett,  daughter  of  Gabriel  and  Mercy  Dowsett,  of  Har¬ 
low,  co.  Essex.  Hale  was  a  glove-maker  by  trade.  His  uncle, 
Francis  Kirby,  was  a  friend  of  Governor  John  Winthrop  of 
Massachusetts  Bay,  and  when  in  May,  1637,  Thomas  Hale  and 
his  family  sailed  for  New  England  he  carried  with  him  a  letter 
to  Winthrop.  He  settled  in  Newbury  where  he  died  December 
21,  1682,  and  his  wife  Thomasine  a  month  later,  January  30, 
1682/3. 

Thomas  Hale,  father  of  Thomas1,  was  born  about  1575,  mar¬ 
ried  at  Watton-at-Stone  on  October  19,  1601,  Joan  Kirby  of 
Little  Munden,  co.  Hertford.  He  was  buried  October  19,  1630, 
leaving  a  will  dated  October  11,  1630.  His  widow  married  at  St. 
Helen’s  Bishopsgate,  London,  October  17,  1633,  John  Bydes.f 

*  For  a  fuller  account  see  The  Ancestry  of  Annis  Spear,  W.  G.  Davis,  1945,  pp.  133- 
134. 

t  For  a  more  detailed  account,  see  The  Ancestry  of  Phoebe  Tilton,  W.  G.  Davis, 
Portland,  1947. 
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E  14  Sarah 2  Somerby ,  daughter  of  Henry1  and  Judith  (Green- 

leaf)  Somerby,  was  born  in  Newbury  on  February  10,  1645.  She 
married  John  Hale  on  December  8,  1663,  as  his  second  wife,  and 
died  in  June,  1672. 

Henry1  Somerby,  son  of  Richard  and  grandson  of  Henry 
Somerby,  was  baptized  in  Little  Bytham,  co.  Lincoln,  March  17, 
1612.  With  his  elder  brother  Anthony  Somerby  he  emigrated  on 
the  Jonathan  in  1639.  The  brothers,  men  of  some  education,  set¬ 
tled  in  Newbury  where  they  were  made  freemen  May  18,  1642. 
Henry  married  Judith2  Greenleaf,  daughter  of  Capt.  Edmund1 
Greenleaf,  about  1644.  He  died  October  2,  1652,  and  his  widow 
married  Tristram  Coffin  March  2,  1653.  Judith  Somerby  admin- 
istered  Henry’s  estate,  naming  his  children  as  Daniel,  Sarah  and 
Elizabeth,  and  brought  in  an  inventory  of  £164. 

Capt.  Edmund1  Greenleaf,  father  of  Judith  (Greenleaf)  Som¬ 
erby,  came  from  Ipswich,  co.  Suffolk,  a  son  of  John  and  Mar¬ 
garet  Greenleaf.  That  couple  had  a  son  Edmund  baptized  in  the 
church  of  St.  Mary  la  Tour  on  January  2,  1574,  but  the  future 
emigrant  was  probably  a  younger  son  of  the  same  name.  Ed¬ 
mund,  his  wife  Sarah  and  six  children,  sailed  about  1634  or  1635 
and  settled  in  Newbury  on  their  arrival  in  New  England.  He  was 
prominent  in  the  military  life  of  the  town,  serving  on  the  com¬ 
mittee  to  inspect  arms  and  choose  the  men  who  were  to  bring 
their  weapons  to  church  services  in  1638,  being  an  ensign  in 
1639,  a  lieutenant  in  1642  and  captain  thereafter.  About  1650 
he  moved  to  Boston  where  he  died  March  24,  1671.  His  wife 
Sarah  had  died  in  Boston  on  January  18,  1662,  and  he  had  mar¬ 
ried  secondly  widow  Sarah  ( Jourdaine)  Hill.  It  can  be  inferred 
from  his  will  that  this  match  was  not  a  happy  one.  The  document 
was  written  December  22,  1668,  and  proved  April  12,  1671.  He 
was  a  dyer  by  trade.  Judith  Greenleaf  was  baptized  in  St.  Mary 
la  Tour,  Ipswich,  September  29,  1626. 

E  15  John 2  Kelley ,  son  of  John1  Kelley,  was  born  in  Newbury  on 

July  2,  1642;  married  in  Newbury  on  March  25,  1663,  Sarah 
Knight;  died  in  the  same  town  in  March,  1718.  His  second  wife, 
married  March  15,  1716,  was  Lydia  Ames  of  Bradford.  About 
1674  he  moved  from  the  old  town  of  Newbury  to  the  upper 
woods,  now  West  Newbury,  where  lie  and  his  wife  were  members 
of  the  Second  Church  in  1714.  There  were  twelve  children  by  his 
first  wife. 

John1  Kelley  arrived  in  Newbury  about  1644  and  died  there 
December  28,  1644,  leaving  three  children,  two  daughters  and  a 
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son,  born  1640/1-1644!.  Very  probably  their  mother  married  a 
second  time  and  they  were  brought  up  by  a  stepfather. 

We  think  of  Kelly  as  a  typical  Irish  name,  but  long  before 
surnames  were  used  in  Ireland  by  the  masses  there  was  a  manorial 
family,  Kelly  of  Kelly,  living  in  Devonshire  which  may  have 
spread  into  other  south  coast  counties. 

16  Sarah 2  Knight ,  daughter  of  Richard1  and  Agnes  Knight, 

was  born  in  Newbury  February  23,  1647/8.  She  married  John 
Kelley  March  25,  1663,  and  died  in  Newbury  between  1714  and 
1716. 

Richard1  Knight,  a  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Carter) 
Knight,  was  baptized  in  Romsey,  Hampshire,  January  14,  1603. 
He  is  traditionally  said  to  have  married  Agnes  Coffley  of  Rom¬ 
sey.  In  April,  1635,  Richard  and  his  brother  John  Knight,  both 
of  them  tailors,  sailed  for  New  England  on  the  James  of  Lon¬ 
don  and  on  arrival  they  settled  in  Newbury,  where  Richard  was 
a  local  justice,  deacon  of  the  church,  selectman.  Agnes  Knight 
died  in  Newbury  on  March  22,  1678/9,  and  Richard  Knight  on 
August  4,  1683.  Richard’s  will,  dated  August  17,  1681,  proved 
September  25,  1683,  mentions  among  his  children  his  daughter 
Sarah  Kelley  and  six  of  her  children.* 

*  For  a  more  detailed  account,  see  The  Ancestry  of  Phoebe  Tilton,  W.  G.  Davis, 
Portland,  1947;  The  Pillsbury  Ancestry,  supra,  I:  169. 
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